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Here is a photograph of a Japanese lithographed tin, ‘'HO' s1ize,
battery operated train set made by "T.N.", along with a cardboard
accessory sheet. The sheet 18 virtually identical to the one enclosed with
a lLionel set reported in a new Greenberg book. See pp. 15-16.

Thanks to some of you, this issue is full of additional information
about  topics mentioned in previous issues of the Express. Many thanks to
Marty Visn:ck (pp. 5-6), Phil Ritter (p. 6). Bruce Manson (p. 6), and Don
Swmonini (pp.7-16) .Thanks must also go to Bruce Grenberg for giving me
permission to reproduce pages from his new book, Greenberg’'s Guide to
lironel Trains, 1945-1969, Vol. 1V, Uncataloged Sets. See pp. 8,9,16.

Lastly 1 must thank Bob Robinson for his guest editorial on pp. 3 & 4.
This is like a "State of the Hobby™ address and shouldn't be taken lightly.
For the edification of you newer members, Bob is Past National President of
TCA. oversaw the design and construction of the TCA museum, is Past
President of the Atlantic Division (several terms) and one of it's
founders. In addition, he has continually served on various national and
division committees continuously for the past 20 years. In short, Bob has
heen "arovund the block™ (to say the least) when it comes to toy trains. 5
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BUT IS IT LIONEL?
By Bob Robinson

I have been a train collector
my entire life. To say that I love
toy trains would be an understate-
ment. My love and fascination for
this small segment of Americana is
part nostalgia and part the sheer
joy of searching and finding that
important link to add to the growth
of a complete collection. 1 have
never s8at idly by in this hobby. My
contributions to it's growth and
well being have been made because I
believe in what I do. Unfortunately
the hobby of collecting has changed
greatly in the last five years.
Many newer collector’s interests
appear to be half way between the
joy of collecting and the pursuit
of a dollar made by collecting.

The hobby has been very suc-
cessful. We have a nationally known
museum, continued membership
growth, and excellent publications
chronicalling the hobby as well as
historical research. Additionally
there are countless small details
that add immense pleasure for me in
the pursuit of the old toy trains.
Yet frequently I read articles
questioning the future of train
collecting, the ups and downs of
toy trains as an investment vehi-
cle, will growth stop?, etc. The
majority of these “state-of-the
hobby®™ articles have been written
by prominent train collectors, in-
vestment counsellors and dealers.
The general gist has been that the
hobby is aging and that people col-
lect nostalgia, particularly what
they remember having had some asso-
ciation with in the past. The fact
is that the earlier trains have
levelled out in price and those of
the postwar period are continuing
to rise. A new dimension, however,
has been the rapid emergence of new
manufacturers and new products into

the field of collecting old toy
trains. When TCA was formed the new
trains were not much of a factor in
the hobby. The new manufacturers
such as Weaver, Right-of-way,
Williams, and the revised Lionel
under Richard Kughn's ownership
have some very fine new products.
Lionel - the biggest of the
original big three of toy trains;
Lionel, Ives. and American Flyer!
Lionel! A company built from
scratch by a second generation
American. Lionel! A company that
was a model for American industry
in design, sales, personnel, and
customer loyalty. Lionel! A company
that dominated the field by build-
ing a quality product geared to
family incomes that could support
the purchase of its products and
insure the s8uccess of the Lionel
Corporation. Lionel earned j3ts po-
sition of dominance by building un-
matched customer loyalty through
its network of small "ma and pa”
stores on through the biggest de-
partment store corporations. The
company's offerings enabled anyone
of any means to purchase its prod-
ucts, whether it was a lowly $#248
or a grand Budson. Each sale mmade
some child happy and proud. It is
from this background that the lure
and mystique of Lionel and old toy
trains emerged and progressed as a
determining factor in todays hobby.
But what if the hobby of toy
train collecting started today in-
stead of the bench mark year of
1954 when TCA was formed? (Notice
that 1 left out "old®"!) o©0ld toy
trains by the pioneer manufacturers
such as Carlisle & Ffinch, Dorfan,
lves, Boucher., etc. would be a
trace segment of collecting.
Dominating the "hobby"™ would be
manufacturers selling products that
are aimed at the "collector only”
market. Their detail and delicacy
place them beyond a toy and the
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prices are for someone who shops at
Nieman-Marcus for a Christmas pre-
sent for their spouse. Gone 1is the
Christmas joy of a train platform
or Christmas garden under the tree.
Gone 1is the youthful anticipation
of the new annual catalog. Gone 1is
the enthusiasm for Thanksgiving to
come and go so that we can start
building that train platform better
than last year. Missed is the smell
of fresh
painted with green enamel and lined

plywood and spruce,

with tar paper roads. Lost is
Christmas morning when surely one
present would be a new signal, ac-
cessory, or, if one was really
lucky, a new engine. It is from the
memories of a long ago time that
the old toy train is imprinted in
our psyche. This is what collecting
old toy trains is all about. It is
not about an investment of $995 for
a Lionel T-1 that 1in a year 1is
worth $750. Tt 18 not about today's
latest collectors offering by Li-
oncl, the NYC Drefuss Hudson. The
pre-issue advertisement. entices the
"collector” to spend 52500 for a
limited edition two rail locomotive
endorsed by the Smithsonian Insti-
tute, serial numbered at random by
a computer and placed in a plastic
display case. 1Is this collecting
old toy trains? Is this even a Li-
onel? Read the small print at the
bottom of the ad: built by
Samhongsa in Korea.

And how about Lionel's ad slo-
gan "Lionel because no child should
be without a train"? What kid has
52500 to buy a toy train?....and
that's just for the engine! If this
singular train ts what the future

of collecting old toy trains is
about, then I think we are in real
trouble. In my opinion "A Lionel"”
Is a #42 or #260 or #8976 switcher
designed and built by the company
whose name is on the box. The new
toy trains and the dealers who sell
them and the people who buy then
are important to the growth and
stability of the hobby. But lets
not lose sight of why the associa-
tion was formed - to bring together
collectors of old toy trains. Let
us not let ourselves become simply
consumers of the latest new train.
Let’s not let our meets become only
an emporium for the wares of todays
manufacturers. Lets not drift away
from the joy of owning and, yes,
playing with an old train. Sure, I
am concerned about how much I
spend, and, yes, I don't want nmny
purchases to be frivolous or lose
value. However, what is most impor-
tant to me are the friends I have
made through the years in this won-
derful hobby, and the joys of shar-
ing new finds. 1f we keep this per-
spective TCA will continue to grow,
we will each continue to build our
collection and we will have fun do-
ing it. The future for train col-
lectors will be secure. We will
pass on a hobby full of fun, nos-
talgia and pride to the next gener-
ation of collectors. It is to them
we must give the knowledge and de-
sire to preserve our old toy trains
and the hobby. The heck with toy
trains as an investment vehicle and
let's have fun! Let's continue to
enjoy our hobby.
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ABOUOT SOME BACK A.D. EXPRESS
ARTICLES

I have been belly aching for
awhile that ®“No one ever seems to
comment about A.D. Express arti-
cles”. This summer that changed.

In the Winter, 1992 issue of
the Express was shown a Lionel $#077
crossing gate that was interesting
because the box had a "Sears. Roe-
buck® sticker attached with the
store's #5252 catalog number. Marty
Visnick has written that he has a
similar item. It is a 877 crossing
gate in a box like the $#077 but the
"Sears” sticker ident:ifies it as a
$5248. Marty also has a Lionel set
$360E from 1931-32 that contains a
red BE with matching 332,337,338
passenger cars. It also has a
"Sears” sticker that identifies it
as a #5196. Along with these blurbs
Marty sent photos of the boxes from
an uncataloged postwar Lionel set
that has not been reported else-
where and is quite interesting, but
I'l1l hold off telling you about
this until after we coerce him to
bring it to Westover for a photo
session.

Fig.$#1 - "Pottstown®™ Signal Tower

Fig. $#2 - The "Pottstown®™ Station

The Winter, 1991 1ssue of the
Express was devoted entirely to the
Train Town line of cardboard acces-
sories. Although it was quite an
exhaustive article many questions
were raised. A visit to Phil Rit-
ter's collection answered some of
these. On pages $#4 & 5 I enquired
whether or not the roof on the
"Pottstown” signal tower should be
shingled or plain green. Phil’'s
tower indeed has a plain green roof
as the "Pottstown® box top sug-
gests. This piece is shown in fig-
ure $#1. Similarly, Lhis set has a
station that matches the box illus-
tration and 18 quite different from
the “Philadelphia®™ piece pictured
in the 1991 issue. See figure #2
and compare it to the photo in that
Express if you are interested. The
suburban station shown in figure #3
with a shingled roof is from Phil‘s
"Philadelphia®™ set and confirms my
prediction in the aforementioned
article. On page #8 the freight
stations were discussed and pic-
tured. Onfortunately the gquestion
of whether or not the "Pottstown™
piece should have a plain roof is
not answered, but the prediction
that the freight platform in the
"Philadelphia” set should be
printed to simulate stones rather
than bricks is answered in the af-
firmative. See figure #4.
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Fig.%4 - "Phila." freight platform

Bruce Manson also sent me some
more 1nformation. At the end of the
Train Town article was shown a
blowup from a "Polks"™ advertisement
as found in the December, 1941 is-
sue of Model Craftsman magazine. 1
suggested that possibly these items
were a second line of Train Town
accessories. Although there may
have been a second line, it appecars
they were certainly NOT what was
advertised by "Polks". In figure $5
i a copy of an ad from the Decem-
ber, 1942 issue of Playthings maga-
zine that Bruce sent me. A compari-
son of this ad to the one in Model
Craftsman shows that they were made
by "Jaylinc®, a west Philadelphia
firm. Could the proprietor of this
firm be somehow connected to Char-
lie Satterthwait? Bruce also sent
us some comments. “"Jayline card-

stock was about half as thick as
Skyline. The lithography was a flat
finish and I believe the buildings’
four walls were attached to each
other so that you could set them up
without gluing. Glue, however, was
used for windows, corner reinforc-
ing, etc. In proportion they were a
tad smaller than Skyline. The two
houses were the most unique and
distinctive.”

| JAYLINE for Value!!
AT 'ﬂl""t\ :

6 kits in one for ‘0" guuge. detsil oo houses
applied, woad corner pisces, tramsperent win-
dows end model builders cemest. Ranlistic
sad Authentic.

“as good as the best”
Retail List $1.25
JAYLINE MFG. CO.

3915 Powelton Ave., Philadelhia, Pa.
Send postage for Catslog

Fig.$5 - JAYLINE advertisement

This ad raises some more gques-
tions. Specifically, do any of you
have any "Jayline" items? Also, can
any of you tell us any more infor-
mation about this manufacturer? Who
was the person who produced this
line, how 1long did it last, and
what happened to him/her/them?

Marty also came through by
giving me a Bumpalo $B506 cottage.
On page $#13 of the Fall, 1990 A.D.
Expregs in figure $5 is shown the
box tops and two variations of this
cottage, both missing the front
wall. The one Marty gave me bas
this wall and is the variation on
the right with red chimneys. The
missing wall is not like on the box
illustration in that it bhas a green
trellis in the center that goes
about three quarters of the way up
to the top of this wall.
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A NEW BOOK ANSWERS SOME
OLD QUESTIONS

CWW

In the Winter, 1992 1issue
of the Atlantic Division Ex-
press was described and shown a
cardboard "44 piece Railroad
Accessory Set" from the Klumpp
collection. The article told
the circumstances behind this
acquisition and made a
about the set it came with.

Greenberg Pub. Co. recently
has released a new
Greenberg's Guide to Lionel
1945-1969, Volume IV,
Uncataloged Sets by Paul Am-
brose and Joe Algozzini. Right
there on the cover and again on
page 115 1s pictured this ™44
Piece” accessory set - 1in liv-
ing color yet - assembled and
next to a set that it came with
along with the box. On page
number 8 is reproduced the
book‘'s illustration and most of
what it tells the reader about
the set. It 1s still possible
that the cardboard accessory
was available individually or
with other sets.

Also, a set 1is listed that
came with the cardboard No. 902
"Elevated Trestle Set” that was
outlined in the Summer, 1990
issue of the Atlantic Division
Express however, the mystery
box 1in that article 1is still
not identified. On page number
nine is reproduced the
photograph and most of the
information about the set that
is known to come with this
accessory.

If you are interested 1in
postwar uncataloged Lionel Sets

guess

volume:

Trains,

you have to buy this book. Like
most of the recent Greenberg
books it costs about $40. The
volume is beautifully illus-
trated, extremely well re-—
searched, and shows some of the
most unusual accessories you
can imagine. Especially of in-
terest to me are some cardboard
items that I was not acquainted
with. Also I was amazed to find
guite a number of Lionel sets
that had accessories,
ticville, or both packed in the
set boxes with the Lionel
trains. There are 5 sets de-
scribed with cardboard items, 5
set.s with Plasticville tittens,
25 sets with Lionel Accessories
and ) sets with both Plas-
ticville items and at least one
accessory. I really learned a
lot from this new book.

About the only complaint 1
can make is that 1 feel many of
the prices are too high. The
majority of the uncataloged
sets contain trains that are
real “junk” and I find it hard
to believe that there are lots
of folks willing to pay hun-
dreds of dollars for am uncata-
loged boxed set that can be
“"put together”™ without the set
box for 25-50 bucks. My per-
sonal cxperiences 1in picking up
stuff to use for the A. D. Ex-
press articles is that 1 have
not had to pay a premium just
because the number on the box
is uncataloged. However, 1 will
be the first to admit that I do
not pay a heckuva lolL of atten-
tion to prices and the authors
are much more expert i1n these
matters than me.

Plas-
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STEAM FREIGHT 87 Pc. ELECTRIC TRAIN

| A f— 1 — | p—
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WIESIOF WL (47 L W ST PY L e o0

Fow do we describe this set? Awesome! It almost defles beltef that seven (rwonsequential, regular production Lionel items and 80

miscellansaus pleces, of which most are cordbainyd punch-outs. make this one of the premier uncatalogued sets, but it's true. We
an cound on one hand the number of times this outfit has appeared for sale n the markegaace.

19567-500 1966

Contents: 1062 steam locomotive; 1061T slope-
back tender; 6014 white Frisco boxcar; (6176) yellow
unstamped bopper; 6142 blue gondola without load;
(6406) gray General-type flatcar with gray-bumpered
auto; 6167 SP-type caboase; 18- piece trestle set; “44"-piece
railroad accessory set; 12 curved, 10 straight, 1025 trans-
farmer.

Comments: If more were better, this would be the
best Lionel ever had to offer. The conventional two-tier
white outfit box included a label that proclaimed this to
be an 87-piece electric train. This was a railroad empire
that included the least expensive items available. The
engine and rolling stock, except for the 6406 with yellow
auto, are of little value to the collectar, but the accent
pieces place this set in the upper echelon of Lionel un-
catalogued collectibles.

The “44”-piece railroad accessory set included with
this outfit was numbered “C76591”", snd was loaded with
play value. However, Lionel included a disclaimer stating
“The ‘cardbnard’ cut-outs, included in this set, are oot

manufactured nor are they warranted by the Lionel Toy
Carporstion”. J. Algoaini and P. Iurilhi Collediions.

X-668NA 1960

Contents: 220P/220T Santa Fe Alco AA units; 6476
red Lehigh Valley hopper; 6044 Airex boxcar; 6045 gray
Lionel Lines tank car; 3386 operating giraffe car; 6047
SP-type cabaose; two 902 (cardboard) elevated trestle sets;
8carved—4-straight, 1008 camtrol, 1015 transformer.

Comments: The outfit box was a Type A display
style with mid-1960s orange-white graphics. This is a
very collectible set because the components were some of
the more desirable of the uncatalogued items. The 6045
is a scarve and undervalued tank car, and the 3386 is far
more collectible than the catalogued 3376. A camtrol was
included with this outfit, even though most rolling stock
came with fixed coupler, arch bar trucks. This set also
included two packeges of 8 unique treatle set that was
assembled from diecut cardboard stock. A. Vincent, C.
Hoppe and P. Michael Collections.
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Oufft X-S68NA from 1960 is most eallecrible. It (ncduded the scnrce uncatalogued 220 Sania Fe Alco units along wah
some of the more desirable uncatalogued rolling stock ttems, namely thegray-6645 tank car and the 3386 gtraffe car.
The long manfla evuxriope (Assem. No. 3376-1 18) held all ¢f the necessary parts to makee the gtraffe car aperational The
best ttems (nduded with this outfit, however, were the two packagesof 902 elevated trestie set. P. Michael Callettion

NEW NO. so=

LIONEL ELEV/ ,
s ATED TRESTLE 5

LW
l‘ . o No. 902 elevated trestle set is a
3-"" - saaree papev collectible that was

Lionel lon annaunces the ocon-
tents of the paper bag. Note that
the packnge oontained °10
ELEVATED TRESTLES", but cuffit
X-568NA  actually contatned
twelve pleces—of trackd Hence,
Lionel induded two packnges of
902 uith set X-S68NA oo the
agrent “shortage® and allow for
Suture exponsion as well P.
Michael Collection.
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So, the "Uncataloged
Sets® book us at least
some of the sets that the card-
board accessories came with. In
the "44 piece™ article (pP. 7,
winter 1992, A.D. Express) ) §
mentioned that "In some future
A.D. Express I will show you a
similar 1tem sold by Kusan.”
This statement has turned 1into
much more thanmn 1 had ever an-
ticipated thanks to Don Si-
moninl of Saugus, MA.

Don wrote and sent pictures
and other about
this very scarce "44 Piece”
cardboard accessory set being
sold by Kusan in the 1959-1961
time frame. The only differ-
ences between the "Kusan®™ and
"Lionel®” full color sets are
one of the billboards and the
names on the stations and
switch towers. The names on the
Kusan pleces are "Kusan Villa“,
whereas the names on the Lionel

new
shows

information

pieces are "Belleville”. The
billboards are identical except
for the box to the left of the
train. The Lionel s8et simply
has “Bellevillie*® printed
thereon, but the Kusan set
shows the typical "K M T"
logo of the period. There 1is
another difference that will
enable you to identify some of
the pieces if found loose. The
LTone]l] set has no significant
printing on the back, but many
of the Kusan picces are la-
belled. Figure $3 shows the
backs of a selection of some of

the Kusan pieces.

Don writes that this full
color cardboard set was in-
cluded with some electric train

sets and a smaller set was 1n-

10

cluded with some battery oper-
ated sets. "The full color set
came in a cardboard box, 18.5°
x 13 x 0.75", with a copy of
the "Kusan Trains®” billboard
glued on the 1id as the only
label.” The full color set came
with at least two train sets.
(My apologies for the quality
of the advertisements shown
here, but I only have copies of
copies to work with rather than
the originals.) Figure $4 1is a
copy of an undated ad that Don
sent which shows one of these
sets. Notice the price of
S43.35 and that the consist 1is
specified. The TCA Library has
an undated copy of the 1identi-
cal ad except that the price is

S$S44.60. I assume that this

indicates that the set was of-
fered for two successive years.

Fig.}3 - The backs of sose fusan pieces.
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v o e Bunkington sl

65 Piec Bortii Dui Set”
(omplete with Power Supply

A eomplete raliood empirs with the powerfd Barfingtan Zephyr and
4) pisce ocxsuary set. Fua . . . Bactament . . . Recdwe o this
prvwtd She Zapbpr wwweds tvough the bestle bridge, pact od
Raldy, rocd Sgre end comes to a umooth 110p of the cokwid pavsee
90 stotion. The Zephyr is lboded wih fomoa KUSAN feotwrm,
bdsding TRACTION TRED, potested AUTOMATIC COURLERS,
blaprint datoil and Tiger Torque Power.

tned for ome hull ysur.

Fig.#4 - (tasan set wilth full color dairldings.

A s8econd Kusan s8et to 1in-
clude this "44 Piece”™ accessory
set i8 shown 1n figures $5 & 6.
Note that the Kusan ads call
this a "43 Piece”™ set. Fig. $5
is from page 72 of the Decem-
ber, 1960 issue of Model Trains
magazine and figure $6 is8 from
an undated ad (Xerox) sheet
found in the TCA Library files.
As you can 8ee, both cuts are
identical and neither specifies
price or consist details. Be-
tween the text and the larger
cut we can 8ee that the A-A
diesels and caboose were
painted with "KATY" graphics
and the gondola 18 a "Reading”
and holds some kind of load.

11

Kuson No. KF-126 set includas: 12 Pes. 042C Curved Trock
1 No. KF.} Burfngton Locomotive 2 Pes. 042 Stroight Trock
1 No. K-206 New Haven Oronge Box 1 No. K5-5 Power Supply

Cor i
MNo. LO42 Lock-On
. z w4 |
No. K-305 Reoding Gondola W/ 1 Mo RLLOM? Remote Uncouph

Coanrislten
1 No. K 601 Wabath Hopper Ca J Pisce Accessory Group
1 No. K-503 C. 8. & Q. Coboose I IBSUCTION BOOR

A $43.35 volue if purchased separately.

The 1identity of the tank car
and box car are illegible.

All of the above Kusan
information was unknown to me
until] Don wrote. when the Xusan
connection was mentioned 1n the
Winter A.D. Express., what 1 had
in mind were the three sheets
shown in figures $7, 8, and 9.
(They are shown here reducced to
about S0 % full size.) Here you
will see a good view of the
billboard and switch tower that
implies the Kusan - Lionel con-
nection. These s8heets are part
of what 18 called in the KXKusan
ads a "24 Piece”™ accessory set.
The major differencc between
this set and the "43 piece” set
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Price not anoamend: NXT
A nit diew), dummy A walt,
three freight ears and MKT
cadoose. Kamn track, R

. 6 staight. l.ockon
Power aply. laﬂﬂ’ o

Fig.$5 - 12/60 "Model Trains™ ad.

a—'-n t,—-—-lq

AI\V{l\‘fﬁ'h\ '
s _._f}a-.a

4 3 i ' ' . . "i'?’mm o
BIG 0 GAUGE MKT DIESEL FREIGHT l — _,_M_._‘_L_;_
. . - 3 1 ud“l:a’dw. v
65 Plece Electric Trala Set = M, - .. ~ - : _f
Compiéia it Power Supply T

:
z

& | .-,__-__.._!:_____{

Fig.#6 - Gusas ad. fros T2 Library.

[

7ig.47 - Ose of the sheets froa the 24 prece set.
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CUT LINES
SCORE LINES

..... —

T39VII0A
HOH |

RELAX...
GO BY TRAIN!

=2

CUT ON THIS LINE______ N2
FOLD ON THIS LINE.. . ... ... ..

Fig. $#9 - Tiird sheet of *23 piece' set.

13
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Just What The il Fellen Wante 1
A Kusa@emted Set |

Loaded with Reolism aond Play Volue

:
o pp—

A 43-piece battcry operoted set looded with
teatism ond ploy volue. This gioat 0" gouge set is o
tecrific wohic, Enainmerad to give Ettle brolhers o whale of o lot of
outkratic rodtood (us ¢t 0 fow. le= price. The moase than 12 fcet of 0 gauge
curved trock lorms o huge figuree 8 for <1120 raibood cxcitemint  Super-detaited cors .
will operate with Kunon ond othes motex af clocteic troins.  Botteries must be purchosed

parotly. 2URC.SeT
Kvion No. BO-132 sc? includes
1 No. 80 2 Dirsd Swilchey
1 No. K.209 865 Cas
I No K 30) Gondola
TN X513 Cotumsser
14 Pee. F1 20C Cuswed Toara L

cabome. Two-nail track. 8 carved,
4 stagbt.  iSattery etntated
(batteries pet fuclaled). 24-
bece  aCCOR@Y ser. Made by
Kuan-Aubwa

Price not announced: Diarxl
switeher, two frefght cars and
caboose. Twornil fack, 14
carred. plns  erasming.  Hattery
operated (dmtleties not in-
cdiaid). Z6-piece arcemary st
Mede by Kussp-Auburn

Fig. #10 - Bgosan battery povered loco sets.

1is the lack of full color. The none of these 1items snap out.
pteces shown 1in figure $8 are All must be cut out of the
printed 1n dull light reddish- sheets with a hobby knife,
brown shades on a white scored at various places, and
background. The other two then assembled. Also, like the
sheets are printed in dull Lionel "44 Piece" set, there 1is
reds, green and black on an off no printing on the sheet backs.
white background. They defi- Figure $#10 shows advertise-
nitely lack the pizzaz of the ments for the Kusan sets that
ful! color set. By the way, included this smaller, cheaper

14
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and less s8piffy cardboard accessory set. Don sent the large copy
shown 1in figure #10, while the two smaller ones are from Model
Trains magazine. It appears that 1 am missing a fourth sheet. A
close 1inspection of the ads shows a switch tower, crossing gate,
box, billboard and nineteen s8igns. (Yes, this only ads up to 23!)
The three sheets pictured here show the items in the ad except for
the base to the billboard and seven signs.

Based on the dating sequence of the Kusan and Lionel sets, it

appears that a printing firm was approached by Kusan (or vice
versa) to produce the full color "43 piece” set and the chcapie "24
piece”™ set for inclusion with Kusan trains, probably from 1959

through 1961 when the last Kusan trains were sold. We have not
heard of these items being found with any of the Mexican Kusan sels
(1958-7?). By the time the mid 1960's had arrived, Kusan was out of
the train business and Lionel was really hurting. It seems likely
that the printing firm was approached by Lionel (or vice versa) to
try the same advertising technique that Kusan had done. It was
probably quite easy and inexpensive for the printer Lo simply
change the printing plates to replace the “Kusan”" 1logo on the
billboard and the “Kusan villa*® on the switch tower with
"Belleville™”™. Hence. the printer could provide the set to Lionel
quite cheaply, as the initial investment had aiready been amor-
tized.

Also shown in the new Greenberg “"Uncataloged Sets” book 1is a
cardboard accessory set that 1 had never seen. The photograph in
the Greenberg book (P.106) 18 shown in figure %11 on page 16 of
this Express. Don points out that this sheet was also available 1in
a Japanese toy train set. One of the photos that he sent 18 shown
in fig. #12. 1 will quote Don's letter exactly as written.

"Enclosed are two photos of that Japanese train set from which
the cardboard accessory sheet originated, that Lionel used in their
uncataloged set. I don't know the date of this battery set, nor
whether it even preceded the Lionel set but it probably did. I1f so,
than the water tower shown is somewhat of an 1rony - the Japanese
copied it from a Lionel $193!

But you gotta wonder...Who approached who on the cardboard
stuff? Was a third party involved - perhaps the outfit who printed
the sheet? Maybe they offered it to whoever wanted it.

The Japanese s8¢t 18 marked "made 1in Japan®™. °"T.N." was an
extremely prolific maker (or distributor) of tin toys for many
years.

By the way, the sheet is marked “Made 1n Japan®. while the
sheet shown 1in the Lionel s8set 18 marked “Printed 1in Japan®.
Otherwise, they are identical.”

Very 1nteresting stuff.

(Many thanks to Don for sending me much of the information
shown above and for putting me on the right track to find some of
the other ads.)
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TRAINS

¥0:19328._,

UEACTURED mad BUARANTEED XY

By ts roster, 1964 outfit 19328 would be deemed (rensexpiendal; however, focus on the gray able reels and the cardstock
moich-out sheet of raflraad-related ttems. The set carton proudly states, "MANUFACTURED and GUARANTEED BY THE LIONEL
CORPORATION, NEW YORK N.Y.", but the cardstock sheet was martexd “Printed tnh Japan” and does not carmy the Lionel logo. It
{s a rare paper cnllextltie but s not unique to this set. Seueral other autfits from 1963 and 1964 (ncluded the same sheet. R

CoTuthers Callecrion,
Fig. #11 - Lionel trains set with Japanese cardboard accessories.

Fi1g. $#12 - Japanese cardboard accessories as found with "T.N." train set.
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