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President’s Message 

  Spring has finally arrived after a winter of snow, cold weather and the 
effects of the COVID Virus. It was very unusual going into the winter 
holidays without train shows. It is hard to believe that the last show that 
the Atlantic Division had was a year ago.  
  But with little in the way of activities the Atlantic Division Board of 
Directors has continued to meet by telephone conference to plan for our 
next fund raisers that will come up in the future. We have been looking to 
when we can safely have our next train show. The dates set and the 
Penns Landing Caterer’s Hall booked. It is just a matter of when it will be 
available for our type of event. We will announce the next show when it 
can be scheduled so keep an eye on the Atlantic Division website for the 
details. 
  How many of you have taken advantage of staying around the house to 
get those things done with your trains that have been put off? What new 
additions have you made? Soon we should be back to normal when 
things settle down and get together with our friends and talk trains, 
maybe even buy a few more. 
 The National Board of directors has authorized a new national website 
that is in the works and will offer more content and provide for easier 
navigation. It should also help in recruiting new members as it will explain 
what the TCA is and anyone with any interest in trains can benefit from 
becoming a member.  
 If you are looking for something to do, the TCA’s National Toy train 
Museum opens for the season on April 2

nd
, weekends only until Memorial 

Day. We have been working at the museum while it is closed for the 
winter improving displays and layouts. 
 I hope it isn’t too long before we can all get together to do what we all 
enjoy. 
Bob Lubonski, Atlantic Division President 

National Toy Train Museum—Bob Lubonski, Museum Committee Chair 

 The National Toy Train Museum opens for the season on April 2
nd

. The 
committee of volunteers has been working throughout the winter to set up 
new displays and add features to the layouts. If you are looking for a 
great trip for the family, take a ride to Strasburg.  
  Members get in for free. If you have never been there you will have a 
great train experience. The place is very kid friendly with a Lego display 
and all of the layouts are interactive. CDC Guidelines are in place so it is 
also a safe environment. You will be glad you went. 
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The Reading Crusader Story 

THE READING CRUSADER STORY 
By Chester Zmijewski and Art Bink 

(Article from 2012-1 Spring, (page 4)Atlantic Division Express) 

 

  Lately, we have been seeing a lot of the Reading Crusader. This train is currently pictured as 
part of the Christmas display photos on the front page of the Winter 2011 issue, and it is also a 
major part of the Atlantic Division TCA Convention of 2014 logo. Finally, one of us, (CZ) after a 
long wait obtained a model of this beautiful train that is, by co-incidence, named after his 
Buffalo, NY, Jesuit High School’s football team. For this reason, we thought that it might be a 
good idea to write an article about this train for the educational benefit of some of our newer 
members and for the pure pleasure of some of our older ones. 
 

 The Crusader was a beautifully streamlined train that ran on the Reading Railroad on a route 
from Philadelphia, PA to Jersey City, NJ. From there passengers could make a connection to 
New York City. This steam powered train was able to make the 90 mile journey in a little over 
93 minutes. This was in 1937! 
 
 Reading powered the new train with two streamlined 19-year-old G-1sa “Pacific”- type 4-6-2 
steam locomotives (Nos. 117 and 118) shrouded in gleaming fluted stainless steel created in 
its Reading shops by Reading’s Motive Power Chief, A. K. Galloway and his young Assistant 
Engineer, Earnest Paul Gangewere, who would be taking over Galloway’s job in 1941.  
 
 They entered service in December, 1937. The train consisted of five cars whose interiors were 
designed by Paul Cret, a dining car, two coaches and two Observation cars. Yes two. It had 
one on each end of the train. In this way, the whole train did not have to be turned around for 
its return trip to Philadelphia. The locomotive was merely turned 180° on a turntable and 
coupled to what had been the Observation car at the rear of the train. 

 
 The first model of this train was a semi-scale 
model made by K- Line and released in 1999 
as a Special for Boscov’s Department Store, a 
Philadelphia family owned enterprise. Only 
1000 sets were produced and numbered. 
They sold for $999.00 a princely sum in that 
year. 
 
 The set that CZ acquired is No. 480. The set 
as stated in the advertisement contains two 
coaches, a dining car and two observation 
cars. Just like the original, the tender is 
scooped out to receive the tail end of one of 
the observation cars. Most interesting thing 
that was found in this set was a complete set 
of replacement bulbs as well as two additional 
sets of locomotive trucks in addition to 
locomotive to tender “Drop Steps” or 

walkways. These accessories enabled the owner to operate the set on 
tracks of different radii. Although many contemporary locomotives may 
be modified in the same way; any extra trucks must be purchased 
separately,  
 Models of the Crusader were also made by MTH and by Weaver. The 

Continued on page 3 



3 

MTH model was produced as a locomotive and tender in the RailKing O gauge semi-scale 
line and was shown in its 1999 vol. III catalog. The consist of Crusader cars featuring the dual 
Observation cars was not produced. Rather, buyers were directed to a set of streamlined 
passenger cars that did not at all resemble the consist of the true Crusader. For example, it 
had only one observation car and of all things an astrodome car, that as far as we know, was 
never used on any of the Eastern railroads. The engine and tender were again produced in 
2006. 
 
 In 2005, Weaver also offered a Streamlined Reading Crusader locomotive and tender but no 
matching cars. Finally, GHB is offering for pre-order an HO scale Crusader set that is to 
appear in 2012. 

The pictures in this section 
were taken at the 2014 
National TCA Convention in 
Philadelphia/Cherry Hill.  
The displays were organized 
by Bob Robinson and his 
committee using pieces from 
members’ collections.  

(Continued from page 2) 
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Article appeared in the Spring 2008 issue of the Express. (2008-2 Spring, page 5) ADTCA.com/Resources, 
click on Division Newsletter Archive) 
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 This article appeared in the Fall issue of the Express. For the complete article go to ADTCA/Resources then 
click on Division Newsletter Archive, and search for 2004-3 Fall. (page 7) The author is Charles Weber. 
[Ed. The article was reformatted to fit available space.] 

The Beginning of 'S' Gauge 
 
  Almost everyone who knows about scale or toy trains knows that American Flyer was the major 
supplier of what we now call 'S' gauge trains, 3/16" = 1 ft. scale, from 1945 until they went out of 
business in the middle sixties. Most collectors also know that Flyer made 3/16" '0' gauge trains 
just before WW II. But the other suppliers of 'S' gauge equipment remain relatively obscure. One 
of these is "C-D", otherwise known as "Cleveland Model & Supply Co."  
 
  If you read the literature of the 1930's you will see that 'O' was the most predominant gauge for 
modelers. The "scale" (as opposed to tinplate) crowd was even arguing as to whether to use 1/4" 
= 1 ft., in which a 1.25" track gauge is too wide, or 17/64" = 1 ft scale, which is a better track 
gauge match but is more of a pain in the rear in which to model.  
 
  In 1935 HO gauge was in its infancy and there were just a few people using it. For the 
technology of the day HO was just too darn small. In particular, motors that would fit into smaller 
HO engines were just not available. Some modelers even put the motor in a boxcar (or whatever) 
and pushed a dummy loco about. By the time the late thirties and WW II arrived tiny motors 
became available, the scale was growing, and when Johnny came marching home and moved 
into some of the diminutive Levittownstyle houses, HO quickly supplanted the larger scales.  
 
  Cleveland was already a major hobby shop selling lots of lines of hobby supplies but were 

(Continued on page 6) 
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particularly well known for their model airplane kits and supplies. They had well over 100 different 
wooden airplane kits by the 1938 catalog. Around 1935 Cleveland had a better idea and they 
launched 'S' gauge in the form of wooden kits for trains scaled to 3/16" = 1 ft. and came out with 
quite a line. The drawback to the early kits was that they were not powered. I don't know how long it 
took to motorize their locomotive kits, but by 1938 they had done so.  
 
 Copied on the next two pages are some sheets from 1938 telling about their line and we see that 
the engines were powered by then. Hope you enjoy these sheets from the predecessor to AF in 'S' 
gauge. Interestingly you should note that they referred to their scale as, “Gage”. Even though this is 
an archaic variant of gauge its original Teutonic meaning is, “a defiant challenge”. Perhaps 
Cleveland is challenging HO and O gauge. to point out this fact. I guess that this information was 
provided in tag format so that a dealer could attach the tag to a locomotive used for display.  

[Ed. The original article contained a second page showing a detailed parts listing of available equip-
ment. See the entire article in the archived issue—2004-3 Fall-at ADTCA.com/Resources/Division 
Newsletter Archives. This run is found on page 7.] 

(Continued from page 5) 

[Ed. Below is a continuation from the previous page—C-D Operating Equipment…] 
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This article appeared in the Fall 
2011 issue of the Express.. 

[Ed. Educational Displays as shown 
above were a continuous feature of 
our train meets from 2000 to 2015. 
They contained ALCO engines, pre 
& post war cabooses, orange 
boxcars, hopper cars, passenger 
cars, signals, lamp posts, 
refrigerator cars, 4 wheel cars, 
structures, crane cars, tank cars, 
observation cars, modern tank cars, 
flat cars, red and green passenger 
cars, gang cars, trolleys, MOW, 
various switchers, autocar, mickey 
mouse, goofy & pluto, snoopy 
motorized units.  
Thanks Ed and Dick for all your work 
through the years.] 

(continued on page 8) 
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Wanted / For Sale / For Trade Advertising   
(next issue deadline—June 15, 2021) 

Send your listing to Bob Wittendorf (see below) for 
inclusion in the next issue. This is available to 

only AD members. 

Editor: Bob Wittendorf, PO Box 5021, Royersford, 
PA 19468-0921 

Email to rwitten14@gmail.com, Phone (c) 484-478-
2470 

Contributors:  
 Show Schedule:  
Win Becker, williamhbeckerinc@gmail.com 
 News/Articles/Stories 

Bill Erskine, John Halajko, Mike Hudek, Bob 
Lubonski, Mike Ramsey, Terry Trickle 

John Halajko, 84-20653: Contact at 609-372-
7848, or jshalajko@comcast.net 

 

C7/C8 GarGraves O72 , $80/circle  
C7/C8 GarGraves O108 Circle of Track, 
$100/circle  
C7/C8 GarGraves O-Gauge Straight 
Sections, $3/section  

 

(Continued from page 7) 


