
 

President’s Message 
 
I  have just returned from the Annual Convention. The Fort Pitt 
Division did an outstanding job of putting on a first class conven-
tion. One of the outstanding features was an exhibit of very rare 
toy trains. The exhibit included original Lionel layouts and other 
items from some obscure manufacturers. Unfortunately we were 
not allowed to photograph any of the trains. This was truly a 
shame since I am sure many of our members who could not at-
tend would have enjoyed seeing some of these pieces. 

Another outstanding feature was the amount of time and effort 
that went into the activities of the Kids Club. There was a very 
large modular layout that was only 20” high so that it could be 

enjoyed by all of the kids. In addition they had  an interesting 
Train Race that involved some tricky curves. But one of the best 
activities was a clinic in which the kids built a car from a Heintz 
Ketchup bottle and one in which they constructed a diorama from 

insulating foam, sculpted it and decorated it with grass, trees and 
a running water stream. These activities required a lot of ingenui-
ty and hard work on the part of the organizing committee.  

The Tours and Home layout exhibits were fantastic and well or-
ganized. I was told that 90 busses were used during the conven-
tion. The final banquet was a fun filled event. The table decora-
tions and favors were outstanding and the food was excellent. 
Everyone seemed to have a good time.  If you have never been to 
a National Convention, plan on heading for Seattle in 2005. You 
will enjoy it! More pictures at the bottom of page 6. 
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The NTTM Express 
By 
John V. Luppino 
Operations Manager 
Train Collectors Association 
 
 The Education and Museum Committee has been working 
very hard at keeping your Operations Manager off balance by 
changing exhibits frequently.  After the end of every Commit-
tee work weekend there are new things to see all over the Mu-
seum.  A 1937 Hudson is one of the latest additions in the TCA 
Reserve in the Lavinus Gallery.   
 
 The addition of Paul Edgar as a train repair and layout mainte-
nance person has made the Museum layout operation much 
more reliable than in the past.  Having everything running is a 
huge plus with visitors, especially the younger set.  The 
pushbuttons received a real workout during the June Thomas 
the Tank Engine week.   
 
 Lancaster County is in full bloom and this is a banner year for 
the surrounding farmers.  Tourism is light so far this season 
making this an excellent time to see the County and your Mu-
seum at their best.   
 
 If you cannot make it sooner then plan on being here for the 
October Open House the day before the York Meet.  The Mu-
seum will celebrate TCA’s 50th Anniversary with a special ef-
fort from all concerned and perhaps a surprise or two.  
 

For Sale  
 

We received the following letter from Norman H. Davis TCA # 
75-8500. 
I am looking for someone to buy my train collection. I started 
collecting January 25, 1988 and some boxes have never been 
opened. I have three train stations and over 18 train cases for 
display. They are worth $260,000. 
I have three platforms, one on top of the other with 11 trains 
running. I have “0” and “0-27” all mint, all brand new Lionel, 
K-Line Williams and MTH. I bought all of my trains brand 
new. I ran about 15 of all 0f my trains, that is why they are all 
mint. I am 80 years old.  Eds note  Mr. Davis can be contacted 
thru the editorial office. 
 

Atlantic Division Train Meet 
 
 Our January and March Train Meets have been very enjoyable. 
Plenty of Good Trains, Operating Train Displays and Socializing. 
Thanks to all that attended. 
 

 September Meet 
 
 The Atlantic Division is offering Free Admission to all member 
of the Atlantic Division who have  paid their dues for 2004 and 
have a current 2004 membership card. Show us your card at the 
registration desk and you and your family will be admitted for 
Free. This offer is for the September 19, 2004 meet Only. 
 
 Once again, our September  Meet  will feature at 8:00 AM the 
Atlantic Division Annual Business Meeting. The meeting should 
last about 20  minutes. Also the Atlantic  Division will run  our 
annual Train Races for the Kids, Both Drag Race and Hill Climb. 
Bring your favorite engine to run (or use one of ours). There will 
be plenty of prizes. For the 1st time the Atlantic Division will be 
giving Door Prizes to the Kids as well as the Members. 
 
 Also on display will be an exhibit from the Standards Committee 
and Bob Robinson. The exhibit shows examples of Grading 
Standards for various train items from Poor to Mint. Test your 
Grading Skills by filling out a card to what you consider each 
example to be.  
 
 Our Tables have been selling out fast. For those wanting to re-
serve tables it is recommended that you get yours in early. We 
have had to turn some away. You can reserve a table by contact-
ing Alan Craig at 856 -784 -0038. 
 
 We are always looking for members that would like to help us as 
members of the Train Meet Hall Committee. If interested, call 
Bob at 856-608-9265.  Once again, thanks to all who attend and a 
special thanks to the members of the Train Meet Committee who 
put in many hours to provide a quality meet. 

ANNUAL RAFFLE 
Don’t forget to get your tickets for the annual raffle. This beautiful Lionel Pennsylvania M1 will be raffled off at 
the November Meet. Tickets will be on sale at the September Meet. You can also obtain them thru Garry Spear. 

Joe Fisher 
Dick Heineman 
Bob Huppman 
Malcom Kates 
Ed Kapuscinski 
George Sottung 

Garry Spear 
Bill Wilson 
Chester Zmijewski 

Alan Craig (Registration Chairman) 
Bob Lubonski (Meet Chairman) 



 

 
Unusual Pieces of Lionel Memorabilia ??? 

By Charlie Weber 
 

Last year I bought a 1948 Lionel train set #1429S from the original 
owner. It is just a 2026 freight set and nothing to get excited about. 
However, the owner had kept everything that came in the box. In the 
pile of stuff was the little cardstock piece shown here. It is the size of 
a business card and is printed in red ink. I don’t recall running into 
this before so I thought I would bring it to your attention. 
 
Notice that it is a warning to use SP pellets in the smoke unit. I got to 

thinking 
about this and 
thought that it 
was silly as 
Flyer used 
fluid in their 
units and no 
one else was 
making 
smoke pel-
lets that I 

know of. So, I took a look in Alan Stewart’s book on Lionel Acces-
sories. (Greenberg’s Guides, Lionel Trains, 1945-1969, Volume VI: 
Accessories, Alan Stewart, Kalmbach Publishing Co., 2001) Alan 
points out  that in 1946 the #196 pellets were made for the light bulb 
type smoke units and that these pellets will attack the nichrome wire 
in the conventional units! I didn’t know that and, from a chemist’s 
viewpoint am surprised to hear this. In any event, I guess that this 
card was supplied so that purchasers of locos with the newer type 
units would not ruin them by using the older type pellets. 
 
The phrase in the last line “Do not use any other smoke pellets or 
material” brings to mind an amusing story that the venerable Bill 
Vogel told me years ago. Now for you “youngsters” to train collect-
ing, Bill ran a train shop in Garfield, NJ during Lionel’s prime years 
when Lionel trains sold like hot cakes. Shop owners were “harassed, 
so to speak, from Thanksgiving until Christmas day and put in long 
hours both selling and servicing toy trains. It is Christmas Eve, the 
store is closed and Bill had fallen asleep….finally there is rest for the 
weary. The telephone ring wakes him up and there is a physician on 
the other end of the line who had purchased a steam set for his boy 
earlier in the day and has just set it up under the tree. “The engine 
won’t smoke. What do I do? Bill, in half stupor and not in the mood 
to worry about it then, replies in a sarcastic way, “It is sick. Put a 
teaspoon of cough syrup down the smokestack!” and slams down the 
phone. He did. Bill had an interesting repair to do the next day after 
Christmas. 

 
The following is a 
scarce and unusual 
piece of Lionel Pa-
per. Pictured here is 
a tag that came with 
Lionel’s 2330 GG-1 
locomotive in 1950. 
It is printed on green 
cardboard (not pa-

per!) and has red lettering. Note that there is a reinforced hole at one 
end so that one could put a piece of string through it if one wanted. 
Since the 2330 is the first of Lionel’s GG-1 locomotives to have two 

 
The Beginning of 'S' Gauge 

Almost everyone who knows about scale or toy trains knows that 
American Flyer was the major supplier of what we now call 'S' 
gauge trains, 3/16" = 1 ft. scale,  from 1945 until they went out of 
business in the middle sixties. Most collectors also know that Flyer' 
made 3/16" '0' gauge trains just before WW II. But the other suppli-
ers of' S' gauge equipment remain relatively obscure. One of these 
is "C-D", otherwise known as "Cleveland Model & Supply Co." 
If you read the literature of the 1930's you will see that '0' was the 
most predominant gauge for modelers. The "scale" (as opposed to 
tinplate) crowd was even arguing as to whether to use 1/4" = 1 ft., 
in which a 1.25" track gauge is too wide, or 17/64" = 1 ft scale, 
which is a better track gauge match but is more of a pain in the rear 
in which to model. In 1935 HO gauge was in its infancy and there 
were just a few people using it. For the technology of the day HO 
was just too darn small. In particular, motors that would fit into 
smaller HO engines were just not available. Some modelers even 
put the motor in a boxcar (or whatever) and pushed a dummy loco 
about. By the time the late thirties and WW II arrived tiny motors 
became available, the scale was growing, and when Johnny came 
marching home and moved into some of the diminutive Levittown 
style houses,  HO quickly supplanted the larger scales.  
 
Cleveland was already a major hobby shop selling lots of lines of 
hobby supplies but were particularly well known for their model 
airplane kits and supplies. They had well over 100 different wooden 
airplane kits by the 1938 catalog. Around 1935 Cleveland 
had a better idea and they launched 'S' gauge in the form of wooden 
kits for trains scaled to 3/16" = 1 ft. and came out with quite a line. 
The drawback to the early kits was that they were not powered. I 
don't know how long it took to motorize their locomotive kits, 
but by 1938 they had done so. Copied on the next two pages are 
some sheets from 1938 telling about their line and we see that the 
engines were powered by then. Hope you enjoy these sheets from 
the predecessor to AF in 'S' gauge. Interestingly you should note 
that they referred to their scale as, “Gage”. Even though this is an 
archaic variant of gauge its original Teutonic meaning is, “a defiant 
challenge”. Perhaps Cleveland is challenging HO and O gauge. 

 

to point out this fact. I guess that this information was provided in 
tag format so that a dealer could attach the tag to a locomotive 
used for display.  
 

Letters to the Editor 
 

When I resided in Pennsylvania, back in the 70 – 90 era, one of 
my favorite meets was held at Westover Country Clu in Norris-
town. While looking thru some boxes I found these plaques that 
used to be handed out to attendee. I hope that you can find some 
use for them. 
 
Sincerely yours, Frank Stefanick 75-7435 
 
The following plaques were submitted: 1/18/76, 7/18/76. 7/17/77, 
11/20/77,  5/7/78, 11/19/78, 7/15/79, 11/18/79. 1/20/80, 1/17/82, 
5/30/82, 11/21/82, 5/29/83, 11/20/83 
Any member interested in any of these plaques should contact our 
Secretary, Charlie Weber. 



 



 



 

Recently Glenn Stinson sold for someone some American Flyer Instruction manuals that had 
belonged to an official American Flyer repair station in New York State. Glen kindly let Charlie 
Weber look at these and he then copied 40 pages that contain information that he thought might 
be interesting to some of our American Flyer fans or at least useful. Here is the first installment, 
We hope to bring you more from time to time. We hope that you like them. 

 

ATLANTIC DIVISION  
EXPRESS 

 
 Barring derailments or other un-
foreseen obstacles to normal opera-
tions, the Atlantic Division Express 
is published four times a year. The 
editors are actively seeking new 
articles for publication. Anyone 
having material they would like 
published should submit it to the 
Editorial Office. The material need 
not be in polished form. 
Charlie Weber & Chester Zmijew-
ski, Co-editors 

Editorial Office 
1119 Yardley Rd. 

Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 
 

Please Note New e-mail Address 
chesterz1@verizon.net 

The pictures above are from one of the house tours.  These were handled “On your own” and presented the added fun of finding your 
way thru the bowels of Pittsburgh. The one on the left is part of the layout which occupied a major portion of the Dining room.  The 
windows covered and scene sparkled with all of the lights. The picture on the right shows part of the collection in a magnificent solid 
oak display case. (The owner is a cabinet maker by profession). So…... COME to the next convention.     Chester Zmijewski 


