





had first choice of dates at the armory for its
training sessions. We then scheduled our meets
on dates that were not committed to the guard.
However, the National Guard did not arrange
its activities sufficiently far in advance to
permit us to develop our own schedule of meet
dates for the next calendar year. We felt that
this lead-time was necessary for our advertising
and for the information of our members. The
armory also reserved the right to cancel our
meets within several weeks of the scheduled
date of the meet. The armory staff would not
provide set-up of tables and required that we do
this on the Friday preceding the meet.
Restricting set-up to a weekday limited the
members available to perform this service.
Lastly, the armory did not respond to our phone
calls and Faxes making effective
communication difficult.

These factors considered; we felt a change in
location was necessary. Bob Lubonski, Ed
Kapuscinski and Dick Heineman inspected
Painter’s Hall. They found that it provided
ample parking, easy accessibility to major
roads and space for 100 tables. These findings
were presented at the Meet Steering Committee
and discussed with the Board of Directors who
approved the change effective with our
Members® Meet on September 30"

Malcolm Kates

Financial Report

The- ‘Atlantie-Division-fiseal - year is from 1
November thru 31 October. As of 30
September we have had income in the amount
of $19,321 with expense of $16,174. The
current bank balances in round numbers are
$766 in checking and $12,014 in savings. All
bills have been paid to date in accordance with
the approved budget.

George E. Nelson

Traveling Layout

Here are the following dates for the layout:

Sept.29. Heritage Towers in Doylestown.

Oct. 28 Bryn Mawr Hospital Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit Reunion, Bryn Mawr

Nov. 3 or 10 Montco Geriatric Center,
Royersford

Dec. 1 or 15 Inglis House, Philadelphia

Dec. 5 & 12 Philadelphia International
Airport, Philadelphia

Feb. 10 Lankanau Hospital Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit Reunion, Lower Merion

We are also looking for volunteers to assist us
in displaying the layout. If you are interested in
sharing the joy of toy trains with children of all
ages contact Scott Forsyth at 610-828-6554 or
Karl Bowers at 215-855-7264. This outreach

ministry needs the physical -as well as the

monetary support of the Division. The rewards
of beaming faces are priceless. Help us bring
the joy to others.

Thanks to Ed Kapuscinski for obtaining a

donation to the layout from MTH.

Karl and Scott

Some Food for Thought

And with an extraterrestrial twist
By Anonymous

The US standard railroad gauge (width between
the two rails) is 4 feet 8.5 inches. That’s an
exceedingly odd number. Why was that gauge
used? Because that is the way they built them
in England, and English expatriates built US
railreads—-— - -~ S -

Why did the English build them like that?
Because the first rail lines were built by the
same people who built the pre-railroad
tramways and that is the gauge they used.

Why? Because the people who built the
tramways used the same jigs and tools that they
used for building wagons that used that wheel
spacing.

Okay! Why did the wagons have that particular
odd wheel spacing? Well, if they tried to use
any other spacing, the wagon wheels would
break on some of the old, long distance roads in









The NTTM Express

By John V. Luppino, Operations Manager
Train Collectors Association

In the last edition of the Express, | mentioned
the 1928 Lionel Dealer's display. It is the
central fixture of the Gary Lavinus Historical
Exhibit Gallery.

This exhibit awes many visitors. It contains a
Bild-A-Loco kit in the original box, a turntable,
a Hellgate Bridge and many other items from
the late 1920s. As is the case with the
operating layouts, this is located close to the
floor allowing younger visitors a good look at
the exhibit.

Older visitors enjoy the price list mounted on
one of the wings attached to the dealer display.
Of course, the prices appear to be quite low by
today's standards. Once visitors realize that
wages were considerably lower, they begin to
realize that trains were, and continue to be, a

sizable investment.

As with Historical Hall, these exhibits allow
visitors an opportunity to examine artifacts
from the Museum's collections "up close and
personal.” This area allows an opportunity to
expose visitors (actually potential members) to
one of the reasons many people collect toy
trains: they are often miniature works of art.
The Museum holds the potential to be our most
powerful recruiting tool if we should ever
desire to use it as such.

WANTED
Plaque #16 3/11/79
Bob Sattelmyer 215-487-7132

Lionel 1677 Gondola, Peacock, nickel journals,
latch coupler.
Walt Weitzel 609-324-7799

Shell for a B&O 2368: prefer excellent to like-
new condition. Edward G Schmid, 610-793-
1946.

Cardboard trains & accessories. Especially
interested in Bilt-Rite. What do you have extra?
Charley Weber 215-489-2286.

Lionel 2758 Semi-scale automobile car, with
1941 couplers in original box. End flap should
read “For 0 Gauge Track”. Chester Zmijewski
856-429-0591.

ATLANTIC DIVISION LOCAL

Barring derailments or other unforeseen
obstacles to normal operations, the Atlantic
Division Local is published four times a year.
The editors are actively seeking new articles for
publication. Anyone having material they
would like published should submit it to the
Editorial Office. The material need not be in
polished form.
Charlic Weber & Chester Zmijewski, Co-
editors

Editorial Office

1119 Yardley Rd.

Cherry Hill, NJ 08034

e-mail: chesterz@bellatlantic.net



