








Somehow, like Rose in the movie, “Titanic”
who, after many years of life, retuned to her
sweetheart’s spirit on board the sunken ship in
death. Like Rose, I see George and Sid together
with Dick in the old convertible. The Stars and
Stripes are on high. Three old friends, united
together once again. Driving into the sunset in a
reunion of souls.

Nick Ladd

Thoughts Regarding George (Georgie)
Donze

I knew George for many years. Knew him as a
train collector, contractor and friend. The one
item that stands out among many is when 1 was
putting an addition on my home. — including a
train room — and the builder and [ had a big
disagreement. George came to help me and
stayed to finish the job. He came and started to
work on the project; without any instructions
from me except my plea of, “I need help”.

He finished the job and wouldn’t listen to much
that I had to say or ask. He just did it the way
he would have done it for himself. For an “Ives
Collector” he did an excellent job and saved
my sanity. He did it for me: he did it for
“Joey”. Good Bye, Good Friend.

Joe Lehman

Lionel’s Hook Couplers For “0” Gauge Cars
By Charlie Weber, TCA #68-2126

In my opinion, every prewar Lionel collector
should have in his/her library the TCA’s
“Lionel Standard of the World, 1900-1943” and
“Greenberg’s Guide to Lionel Trains: 1901-
1942, Vol. II”. The descriptions of the hook
couplers in the last (1988) edition of the
Greenberg book are confusing to me and
incomplete. To improve this situation I recently
sent couplers to Greenberg to photograph for
the next edition along with descriptions and my
sketches of the couplers. I don’t know how this
information will appear when this book comes
out; so I thought it might make a little article
for the Atlantic Division newsletter. So, here
goes.

TYPEI1: Found on all hook coupler type freight
and passenger cars built between 1915 and

1927. I have 48 cars from this period; freight,
passenger, large, medium and small series. All
use the same coupler. There are small
differences in the gauge of metal that can be
distinguished, namely the width and length of
the inverted “T” on the end, and the width and
exact placement of the slot on the top front of
the coupler. However, 1 don’t think these
differences are large enough to be mentioned
and [ can see no chronological patterns nor
“size of car” patterns. By the way, the repro
couplers seem to be made of a slightly thicker
gauge of metal than most of the originals.
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TYPE 2: Used on locomotives built from 1915
to 1917 or 18; so it is found on all 700 series
electric style locomotives and the very first of
the 150 series. It is a shortened and altered
example of the coupler used on cars. The
alteration consists of the absence of a “T”
shape on the rear and the addition of a hole
near the rear of the shank. During this period
the frame had a semicircular slot stamped into
the front end. It was then bent out and down so
it 1s parallel to the track thus forming a tab of
sorts. It also had a little hole stamped in it at the
same time it was formed in the original piece of
metal. The coupler was then placed over the
hole and a rivet, that I call a “pedestal”, is
peened in place to affix the coupler. Thus we
have what is normally called the “Pedestal
Mount”. The frame was later painted and
therefore, the couplers are always painted black
also (unless the paint has worn off — very
unusual to find all paint removed).
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TYPE3: Started to be used around 1918 or so
on the 150 series of locomotives until the end
of the series (1927). The coupler mounting









