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DO YOU KNOW? =

By Phil Ritter

This feature was introduced in the last issue to spark your curiosity in researching
tinplate “toy train manufacturing history. How many answers did you come up with?
Here are our answers — there are undoubtedly more. -

1. Tinplate items which advertise dairy products or specific dairy companies:

Mfg. Cat.# Gauge Car Dates of Manufacture and Remarks

Lionel 14 std  B&0 Harmony Creamery Box Car c. 1916. Very rare car with two
metal milk tanks hidden
inside.

Ives 196 sStd Harmony Creamery Flat Car c. 1917. Similarly rare car with

exposed milk tanks on an
open-end, low-sided flat

car.
Ives ? Std  Sunshine Dairy Box Car Barly 1920's. White car with a
yellow daisy.

AF. 3212 0 Bordens Milk Car 1936-37. Very distinctive stream-
412 1939. lined white tank car.

Marx 548 0 Dairy Car c. 1938, With milk cans.

Iionel 3462 0 Automatic Refrigerated Milk 1947-66. Series of highly popular
3472 Cars white reefers that eject-
3482 ed metal milk cans onto
3662 a trackside platform.

AP, 973 S Automatic Milk Car 1956-57. White

A.F. 24575 S Flat Car with Bordens Milk 1960-66. Nat'l. Car Co. flat car
Containers with 2 white streamlined
Bordens milk containers.

M,P.C. 9876 0 Vermont Milk Box Car 1978, Gray and Dblack car.

Not included are Lionel Bosco cars {3672 operating; 6014 non-operating) and Lionel
Poultry Dispatch cars (3434 operating; 6434 non-operating) which are questionable
dairy product cars. They are more like farm product cars which, if included, could
leave the category open to refrigerated meat cars, etc. Which cars did we miss - wWere
there other Marx, some Hafner, early Flyer?

(Continued on next page)
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DO _YOU XNOW ? (Continued )

2. Variations or other uses of the #50 Gang Car motor:

We really need the observations of a dedicated car basher, or possibly a report from
an experienced servicer of Iionel 1950-60 self-propelled umits, who has preserved his
sanity. It appears that the Gang Car motor was used in the #60 Trolley but not in the
#3927 Track Cleaning Car or #3360 Burro Crane. However, the small motor has at least
one variation in the Gang Car application (little bearings at the end of the shaft)
and parts of the motor were adapted to the later self-propelled units. Many of these
motors have the same field design, many have the same top brush holder, most have the
same armature, but not in the same combinations. The greatest variation seems to be
in the casting and gearing, as expected, tc adapt it to the specific car design.

This subject of self-propelled unit motors is certainly waiting for a properly detail-
ed study. Who has a sufficient collection of different units and repair manuals to
undertake this? What accessories may alsoc have used this motor or its variations?

Here are two more questions for you +teo ponder and research:
3. During the late pre-WWII years, Lionel changed from earlier enamel paint schemes to
a greater use of silver or aluminum paint.

eWhich rolling stock items acquired silver/aluminum frames, bodies or painted trim
during this period?

sWhich accessories also went the same route and developed "late colors" using alum-
Inum?

sWhen did this color change begin?
4, As this silver/aluminum paint became scarce due to the war effort, Lionel substi-
tuted gray paint on many of its previously silvered items.
sHow many late gray paint rolling stock items can you 1list?
sHow about gray paint accessories?
eDuring which years was the substituted gray used?
Check your shelves and boxes ~ you might be surprised. Let us hear from you; we might

be surprised too. Contact your editors, Ed Pinsky and Thil Ritter, and share your
knowledge.
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