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ATLANTIC DIVISION EXPRESS

Summer, 1981

IN MEMORIAM

It is with deep sorrow that we report the death of
DON FERNANDEZ, CM-16, on August 23, 1981. Don was
a pioneer in toy train collecting, an acknowledged
expert and a true giant in the hobby. Our sincere
sympathy is extended to the Fernandez family.

Don Fernandez, an honored founder of TCA,
a friend and gentleman, is gone. Don was
a long time, old time collector with an
unquenchable appetite for all that the
hobby offered. He had a broad and ec-
lectic collection of amazing proportions,
rich in very early, very rare and unique
examples of toy train manufacturing, as
well as depth in the golden classics and
the plain old common. For those fortun-
ate enough to have seen Don's train dis-
play, it was a totally overwhelming and
physically engulfing experience, a rare
treat to even the most advanced collect-
or. Tt demanded hours of even simple
skimming without considering the fascin-
ating research opportunities that it af-
forded. It was truly a reference col-
lection of museum importance.

Don started collecting trains in 1926.
He admitted to hardly ever selling any-
thing from his collection and often
boasted that he had over 1,000 locos.
Looking at his high-rise display, it was
easy to believe. Ives was his main in-
terest but his huge collection included
all makes from all countries from all
eras, Whether turn of the century clock
work, European live steam, cast iron or
MPC electric, they were all special and
all collectable to Don. His knowledge of
trains was also special and he eagarly
shared this knowledge and his vast ex-
perience with other collectors regardless
of whether they were experts or tyros.
Promoting good fellowship among collect-
ors was certainly his creed.

He had a highly detailed, orderly mind
and maintained meticulous records on each

item: its acquisition, its authenticity,
every use and each servicing. Boxes and
boxes of trains that could not be dis-
played for lack of shelf space were all
marked and coded and Don could instantly
put his hand on any train he desired.
Don's memory was phenomenal enough, but
his card file could even tell how many
times around the layout each loco had
run. And run they did, for Don took
great pride in his collection and was
¥known for operating any trains upon re-
quest. (Frequently resulting in burning
transformers from overloaded circuits})

And Don the man was as special as his
collection: of high morals, quiet, soft
spoken, reserved, but with a good sense
of humor. He knew how to laugh at him—
self and often joked about his "owl eyes"
which could spot a bargain “on a table
full of trains 90 paces away. He was
never heard to sayan angry word or speak
unkindly of another collector. Yet he
was a tough competitor when bidding for
a train. He could be equally tough when
refusing a tempting offer. Don's files
contained o0ld correspondence offering
him a 381 for $10. He turned it down
because he already had one and didn't
need another!

Don's image as an "elder" in the hobby,
with an knowledge of toy trains that was
unsurpassed, belied the fact that he was
basically a kid at heart who enjoyed
real trains as much as toy ones. And we
enjoyed our friendship with Don and are
richer for having known him.
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~—+««DRAG RACES
; oLt W o
wil DEMOLITION—-«DERBYS
Build a Loco --——- Grab a Ioco --———- Come to the Races —-—--- Prizes & Surprises Galore

By Phil Ritter and Eric Trickel

HERE'S ALIL YOU HAVE TO DO:

1. Select from your stock stuff, make a modified monster
machine or design and build your own.

2. 0il it and test it, adjust it and trust it.
3. Come to the contests, register your racer and have fun!

In past contests we have seen Krazy Katz, Maniacal Marx, Intrepid Ives, Frantic Flyer,
Hobbling Hafner and Limping Iionel. What will your challenger be?

Many firsts have been won by off-the-shelf originals, but several surprises have come
from off-the-wall wild cnes. If you like to innovate, we challenge you to:

¥ make a demolition destroyer that can swallow up the opposition and our first prize,

* assemble a cog wheel climber that has the guts to crawl up higher than the little
Iionel, Jr. at one of our previous races,

*  add multiple magnetraction to a standard gauge twin motor and see if our track or
your loco moves first, as you slam the power to it.

Guidelines for the contests and tips for successful competition follow on next page.
The next contests will be held at our December 6, 1981 Mini-Meet at Westover.

N

BOB ROBINSON ELECTED

NATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT

¥When the ballots were tabulated at the
27th National Convention in St. Louis,
Robert C. Robinson, Jr., our Atlantic
Division President, was elected as. the
new National Vice-President! Bob is the
first AD member to be elected to National
office. We wish him good luck and know
that he will be as much an asset to Nat-
ional as he has been to Atlantic.

Since National officers cannot simultan-
eously hold Divisional office, Bob had
to step down as AD President. At a spe-
cial meeting the AD Board of Directors
designated Stewart E. Bearn, AD Vice-
President, to function as Acting Presi-
dent for the remainder of 1981 pending
election of new AD officers for 1982,
Good luck to Stewart, also. (O G!







Summer, 1381

ATTANTIC DIVISION EXPRESS

Page 15

1 P 3 FOR

SUCCESSFUL

COMPETITION

DR AG

STRIP

TIPS

- ¥your loco will need good traction to jump ahead, and speed to stay ahead.

- use reliable or lockable reverse units, or remove them.

- ¥ou may remove loose pilot trucks and couplers.

- some, of the older lightweights with low voltage motors have done best.

- use electric, diesel or steam types, but don't drop your oil or ashes on our track.

HILL

CLIMB

TIPS

- traction plus power is the winning combination.
- find a balance between low weight and a good grip on the tracks.
- Yyou may control your loco to crawl or spin its way to the top as long as it gets

there by track power alone.

DEMOLITION

TIPS

- make your entry heavy and well balanced.

~ design a way to flip your opponent.

DERBY

- avoid loose parts and shock test your locco.
- plan for a short, sure run - not a speedy one.
- decorate your entry and give it an interesting name.

Register early at the meet with the Race Directors, Phil Ritter and Eric Trickel, and

ORONC)

try to size up your competition.

INK

BELOTS

By Secretary Dick Heineman

Three reminders - - -

First, you will soon be receiving your
ballots for Atlantic Division elections.
Among other offices you will be electing
a new President this year, so read the
ballot carefully and please VOTE.

Second, we will also be sending you your
1982 Atlantic Division dues notices.
Please return them to me as soon as pos-

sible. Don't forget that there will be
a $5.00 late charge for any dues payment
received after January 31, 1982.

Third, our upcoming Christmas Mini-Meet
will be held at Westover Country Club on
Sunday, December 6, 1981. Meet notices
for registration will be sent out later.
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