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A REBUTTAL

By Dan Montgomery

Editor's Note:

garding reproduction of "old" trains by contemporary manufacturers.

In the Autumn, 1979 issue, President Bob Robinson gave his views re-

In the Winter,

1980 issue, Richard Cowan expressed his thoughts on the same subject. We received many
responses to the pair of articles, both pro and con. The first of these, a rebuttal

by member Dan Montgomery, is presented he»r-

Your Aubumn Atlantic Division output was
very disturbing. Disturbing in the sense
that President Robinson appears to be
exercising a fiduciary responsibility to
protect some "illusory" investment.

His comments about fraud and/o:c misrep-
resentation are commendable. But had T
known his position on the "sanctity" of
existing pieces to make their value grow
or be preserved, I would not have voted
for him.

I thought our association and the TCA
was for comradeship, interchange of i-
deas, the joys of a hobby, etec., and not
some investment clu®b. If such, I protest
at not. having received dividends, bank
statements, quarterly reports, etc.

We are discussing toys and (as I thought )
my avocation. Tt is ridiculous, to say
the least, as at your 1/20/80 meet for

an Ives 1696 baggage car tc have an ask-
ing price of $500.00. What is the Pres-
ident's position on the current dealers
who solicit huge sums and hold them for
ungodly periods and don't deliver pro-
ducts (or shoddy ones at best) or pub-
lishers who sell books at official meets
to "establish" some imagined value?

‘I, for one, started +train collecting

late, and thank God for the reproductions
or I would never have access to some
items. Iet those consumed by greed and
avarice deal among themselves and let
the hobbylst have fun.

If a tenet of the Atlantic Division or
TCA is to ensurea steadily upward growth
of some "portfolio" then I have been
grossly mislead and shall return to my
vocation as an electrical engineer.

© OO

FACTORY

ERR OR

CONTEST

The error in the 6464-450 Great Northern
car shown on the cover may appear decep-
tively easy to spot -— but look it over
carefully! Free AD Meet Passes will go
to five members picked at random from

among those who correctly identify the
error. Send your answer to the Editor
and please include your TCA number.

© OO
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Trains chug through

By ANNE STINSON

Rail service may be in a
decline over most of
Delmarva, but the shed
attached to Fred Henckel's
house on the Denton Road
is no indication of it.- The
sound  of chugging
locomotives, the clack of
wheels on track and the
mournful whistle of a train
across the next ridge re~
createé the era when most of
America moved on wheels,

Henckel has just com-
pleted his miniature rail
line, a job that has oc-
cupied his freavtime from
last mid-January to the
first week in November.
The result. is three
regularly - scheduled runs
on a 40 by 10 foot track
through farms, suburbs, a
carnival, a splendid ter-
minal and a freight yard.

His ambitious project
combines the classic period
of Lionel standard gauge
equipment with a com-
plement of small lead
figures, the collection of
Henckel’s*wife Louise.

“There are no cowboys
ard Indians, no soldiers,”
said Henckel. *“Those are
the lead figures most
collectors concentrate on.
All the ones we have here -
300 of them on this display -
are workmen at their
trades. Carpenters,
brakemen, laborers and
ordinary families and
office workers who might
be making a train trip.

"There's no way to
estimate how many hours
are involved in this thing,"
Henckel said last week as

v
-

miniature landscape

he put the finishing touches
on the layout. **We've been
collecting for about six
years and there’s no end to
it. Last year we had the
train go past a Western
town, but this year there’'s
no room for it. I'm always
on the lookout for more
classic Lionel trains and
accessories and Louise
always keeps an eye out for
new lead figures. The
collection changes as it
grows and 1 try to work it
into the big plan.”, )

A big plan it is. In a shed
built especially for the
semi-permanent -layout,
Henckel has put 1,400 feet
of wiring pnder. the long
platform that holds the
display. Tiny lights glow
from passenger cars as
they whiz along the tracks.
They pass houses with faint
light in the kitchens where
tiny lead mothers fix
supper and lead- fathers
read the evening paper
under a lamp. Street lamps
along the tracks spill pools
of light on highways where
cars and trucks bustle in
traffic. The street lamps,
like the houses and lawns
and all the accessories, are
genuine Lionels from 1921-
1936.

The visitor’s first view is
of the busy freight yard.
Farther along the tracks
are the central station with
its flurry of incoming
traffic and crowds on the
steps and terraces.
Suburban streets and
houses are next, complete
with backyard patios, a
new house under con-

struction and a bicycle
race.

Farther into the country,
a carnival has set up
operation, straddling a
three-lane highway. A
miniature zoo exhibits
elephants spraying water
info a pool; an Indian
village with a canoe gliding
across a lake; an Alpine
winter scene with skaters
circling a.pond while a
skier pauses before
schussing down a mountain
and sleddérs tackle a small
hill. These give way to
countryside where lead
cattle graze in a field near
a farmers’ market.

At the far end of the
platform, construction
workers labor on an
overpass which leads to an

upper level. A row of tin
toys from the early 1920's
traverse the upper con-
course; delivery vans,
horse-drawn wagons and
Model-T’s share the road
with a Conestoga wagon.

When Henckel turns on
the sound system, the toy
panorama comes to life.
One tape recording is the
actual reproduction of a
freight train rounding the

horseshoe curve at
Altoona, Penna. Henckel
activates the dimmer light
on the shed ceiling and the
scene takes on magic. At
first glance, only the trains
appear to be moving, each
set to its own rhythm of
rounding curves, pulling
into stations and starting
again.

Closer examination
reveals small moving
figures that add to the
enchantment. A backhoe
works beside the tracks,
actually shoveling .a
trench. A hiker waves his
butterfly net at an invisible
insect. A sign painter
reaches from a ladder and
pastes up a message on a
billboard. Skaters glide on
the ice, a2 clown totters on
the top of a pole, a car-
penter’s hammer strikes a
nail into a board, a house
painter strokes his brush
on a window frame. Even
the non-moving figures
seem frozen at their
chores. Porters pause with
their arms full of bags, a
driver loads bags of fer-
tilizer into his wagon. A
foxhunting group gallops
across the. tracks, riders
and hounds in pursuit of a
tiny lead fox.

Part of the charm 4s in
the realization that all the
parts are not made to the
same scale. Different
years and models ac-
count for the diversity,
although all are made to fit
the standard gauge that
was replaced with O-gauge
in 1937,

Henckel
retirement
engrossing.

“We had about five train
sets when our kids were
little in the early '50's,”" be
said. “When I started to

finds his
hobby
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THE MONTH

CHARLIE

WEBER

By Nick Iadd

“8mall, podgy, and at best middle-aged,
he was by appearance one of the meek who
does not inherit the earth. His legs
were short; his gait anything but agile,
his clothes i1l <fitting. Bither the
sleeves were too long or his arms were
too short. Natural shyness made him from
time to time pompous and hopelessly un-
assertive. The bags beneath his eyes re-
sembled bruises, he smiled seldom, though
he was by no means humourless, and there
were times when the mere exertion of ris-
ing from his chair seemed to leave him
winded." The above is John LeCarre's
description of his famous spy, George
Smiley.

Charlie Weber is one of those people who
creeps up on you. Like Smiley he drifts
in and out leaving little evidence of
his passing except burnt tobacco drop-
pings from his ever-present collection
of abused and overused pipes which are
pulled from a decrepit attache case that
seems chained to his wrist. Waddling by
at a meet you sense he is near only be-
cause the aisle space is suddenly tight.
Hair askew, he usually looks like he
Just consumed a pound of spare ribs and
strained the grease through the 1little
goatee which desperately clings to his
face.

Despite his outward appearance, Charles
is well educated. The fellow has a real
Doctorate in Chemistry from NYU where he
majored in, "blowing things up."” Unable
to be contained in any major university,
he eventually settled at Delaware Valley
College where his whole objective was to
gain tenure befitting his stature. His
students know and love his idiosyncra-
sies. For years they have watched him
drive into campus at B80MPH in his beatup
old Rambler. They don't even flinch at
his penchant for a certain four letter
word. And, they don't even bother any-
more to watch him bark back at dogs. He

is what he is -~ Charlie Weber - the
George Smiley of the campus.

While President of our Chapter (now the
Atlantic Division) Charlie took his lead
from Calvin Coolidge and kept cool and
caused 1little controversy. In fact, it
is to his credit that the present Divis-
ion is as harmonious as it is - after
all, when nothing happens no one gets
too upset.

When his wife speaks of her husband she
usually remarks, "Who?" Cheryl, a Reg-
istered Nurse, knows someone lives with
her - because she notices the level in
the candy dish goes down whenever she is
not watching. Hidden in the basement,
Charles pours over his wvast collection
of 6464 series boxcars which to the un-
trained eye all look alike. But they are
not and, if you are not careful, Charlie
will tell you about each variation and
seraph. As this could take years it is
better to ask him to tell you the story
of how he "stole" a #.56 from under Sid
Weiss and as we all know, that must have
been a ponderous task.

Charlie restores trains too. Painting
with a camel hair %broom, his style is
very interesting. He is the Toulouse
Lautrec of the TCA. In fact, there is a
rumor going around that Charlie has been
asked to restore all the pre-production
samples that MPC inherited from the old
Lionel Corporation. It's quite an honor
when you consider how professionally-made
those samples were,

In closing, I should tell you that
Charlie and I used to be close friends
(prior to publication) and I hope he
takes the above in the spirit in which
it's intended ... a soft jab at a great
guy who is a real credit to our collect-
ing fraternity.

© O 0
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MARX REMARKS - PART IV

(Continued from preceding page)

. 4. To¢hange position of control lever pull lever

‘

Fomw l.'-l‘

...READ CAREFULLY ...

INSTRUCTIONS

Commodore Yanderbilt
Reversible Mechanical Train Set

2

Assembly of Track

1. Assemble the sections of track into a eircle or oval by inserting the pins of one section into the
ends of the rails of the next section. Push the sections together as far as they will go. Do not
squeeze the rails together or spread them, as this may change the gauge of the track. After the
track has been set up and taken down a number of times, the sections may not fit together as
tightly as when new. If desired, the sections can be held together by a heavy rubber band, looped
around the end ties of the adjoining sections.

Assembly of Train

1. Place the cars on the track, starting with the locomotive and coupling each car separately until
the entire train is on the track.

2. For best results, hook the tender coupler, OYER the locomotive rear coupler, and front
couplers of the following cars OYER rear couplers of preceding cars. (8ee diagram below,)

3. Inspect the train carefully to see that all cars and locomotive whegls are in proper position on
the raills before starting to operate the train.

QOperation of Train
1. Insert winder-kby iitto the winder bushing through the hole on thé right side of the locomotive.
2. Turn key ta right to wind locomotive.

3. Logomiotive coptrol lever is located on top of the boiler, and has three positions, lower, upper
and center. Whep In lower posilion, train will run forward, wheén in npper position train will run
in reverse, and when in center position train will stop. (See diagram below.)

back and then move up or down to desired position

5. It is best to have control lever in center position when winding Incomotive.
6. Trin will run faster after locomotive has been broken in by running a few times.

7. If locomotive runs too fast, do not wind up completely.

Marx Instruction Pamphlet, undated, possibly 1936
or 1937. Composite of page 1 and part of page 4.




