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NEXT ATLANTIC DIVISION MEET

Sunday, January 20, 1980

Westover Country Club - Norristown, Pennsylvania

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Members are reminded to promptly notify Secretary Richard Heineman of address
changes so as to insure timely delivery of meet notices, quarterlies and other
Division mailings.

CREDITS

Front Cover -~ 6464-650 D& RGW boxcar in new Factory Error Contest on page 5.
From the Charles Weber collection.

Back Cover - Ives ad in The John Martin Child‘s Magazine for December, 1924.
From the Dr. Malcolm Kates paper collection.
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PRESIDENT'S

COLUMN

By Bob Robinson

Ironically, the subject matter of this
column is basically the same one current-
ly being discussed in a sister club's
publication. I started nmy draft of this
column in early April intending it for
the Summer issue. However, the By Ilaws
subject was more important from the point
of timing so this was laid aside. It is
now time to get to a problem which is
being debated within our hobby, namely,
reproductions.

Reproduction of toy train parts has long
been a welcomed, needed sideline to col-
lecting. Without replacement parts, good
trains could not be made complete or op-
erable and restoration of trains in poor
condition would not be atitempted. It
would become common practice to canni-
balize and scrap for parts those trains
in poor condition or incomplete state.
As collectors we recognize the value and
importance of replacement parts.

Reproduction toy trains, however, are a
whole different ball game. They are now
being accurately reproduced and to the
untrained eye, in some cases, cannot be
detected from originals.,  The manufac-
turers of these trains, particularly
Williams and Hudson Products, have pro-
duced fine examples of some of the rarest
of toy train items.

The TCA long ago recognized the potential
problems that accurate reproduction of
parts and trains would create in our hob-
by« The major fault with accurate repro-~
duction is the immediate possibility of
fraud in passing off a repro for an orig-
inal. In addition, mass reproduction of
an item creates an artificial surplus of
an otherwise scarce item, thus destroy-
ing the interest and pride of collecting
by flooding the market with cookie-cutter
look~alikes.

The TCA took early steps to prevent the
multitude of reproduction problems by
issuing Board Rules. These are spelled
out on pages 15, 16 and inside rear cov-
er of the 1979 Directory. The TCA addi-
tionally passed a rule prohibiting the
reproduction of nameplates. This rule
was made because a member reproduced the
Lionel~Ives number plates that were used
on Ives transition items. With these
Plates it would be a simple matter to

‘convert common Iionel into extremely rare

Ives items. Pages 268 and 269 of the
same 1979 Directory have full page ad-
vertisements for reproduction nameplates.

~The furor about repros could be elimi-

nated if the TCA as an organigation would
enforce its own rules and regulations.

The Association has passed the buck on
enforcing the permanent marking rule by
having it studied by committees. Meet
officers always seem to look the other
way when unmarked items are being offered
for sale. The TCA Board of Directors is
composed of the Division Presidents.
This body must either scrap the existing
rules and let caveat emptor prevail or,
for the good of the hobby, enforce its
own rules.

On two occasions I have addressed the
TCA National Board of Directors and mo-
tioned for the banning of reproductions
and enforcement of replacement part mark-
ing. I was unsuccessful on both occa-
sions., It is now time for members to let
the Board know their feelings on repro-
ductions and parts markings. Then maybe
the Board will act.-
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BECKER

HARDWARE BRELOCATES

AFTER 70

YEARS !

L f
)

By William P, McDonnell

In the Philddelphia area, when you think
of electric trains, youthink of Eleventh
Street between Maxrket and Arch Streets.
A1l that is about 1o change, however,
because the redevelopment of center city
Philadelphia has forced the oldest Iio-
nel Service Station in Philadelphia (and
one of the oldest in the country) to re-
locate. The William H. Becker Hardware

Company has moved toanew location after
seventy years on Eleventh Street. This
will actually mark the third location for
Becker's in their history. William H.
Becker founded the company in 1909 at
its original location, 50 N. Eleventh

Street. In 1923, the company had out-

grown its small gquarters and moved two
doors down the street to 46 N. Eleventh
Street where it remained until recently.
The new location at 925 Arch Street is
about one block from the site of the old
store.

Becker Hardware carried electric trains
from its earliest days and a fregquent
visitor back then was Joshua ILionel Cow-
en. In 1916, Cowen was becoming hard-
pressed for warehouse space at his manu-
facturing plant and so he made a trip to
Philadelphia in an attempi to reduce his
inventory. He approached Bill Becker a-
bout purchasing the remaining stock of
recently discontinued treolley cars, Bill
balked at this proposal but finally gave
in after being assured by Cowen that any
orders for trolley cars that Iionel re-
ceived would be forwarded to Becker's
for shipment. The trolley cars were sub-
sequently shipped to Becker's and in a
matter of months they were completely
sold out,

Don Fernandez (CM-16) tells a story a-
bout the time in the early 1920's when
he needed a cab for a #42 locomotive. He
went to Becker Hardware in search of the

cab but Bill Becker did not have Jjust
the cab, only the entire locomotive. Don
was disappointed and was about to leave
when Bill Becker told him to wait for a
minute. EBill then went upstairs, got a
brand new #42 fromthe stockroom, brought
it downstairs and proceeded to disassem-
ble it. He sold the cab to Don for five
dollars. Bill Becker was never one to
lose a sale for any reason! By the way,
Don still has that #2 and it still
looks 1ike the day Bill Becker sold it
to him!

Since Becker's was, and is to this day,
a family owned and operated business,
both Mr. and Mrs. Becker worked in ‘the
store, In those early days, the Beckers
would bring their infant son, Win, with
them when they came to work. Customers
from those days can remember coming into
the store and seeing little Win fast a-
sleep on one of the shelves in the shop.

Becker Hardware has always carried the
full line of Iionel trains as well as
American Flyer, Ives and even some Euro-
pean trains. Some mornings, after a
shipment of trains had arrived, custom-
ers would find it extremely difficult to
even get in the door of Becker's because
the boxes of trains would be stacked al-
most to the tall ceilings. Many times it
would take several days to unpack and
check the order and caxry it upstairs to
the stockrooms.

In the 30's and 40's, the front display
window of the store was jammed with such
goodies as State Sets, Blue Comets and
700R Scale Hudsons. Becker Hardware al-
Wways carried an ample supply of the bet-
ter items shown in the catalogs and the
Becker family has long since lost count
of ‘the number of these items sold in
their store.
















