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"INK BLOTS™"

By Secretary Dick Heineman

The following is a summary of major items covered at the Board of Directors
Meetings of 2/14/79 and 3/15/79 and the Division Business Meeting of 3/11/79.

State of the Division - President Bob Robinson reported that the Division is
in good shape financially and otherwise.

Meet Chairman - Glenn Stinson was appointed as the new Meet Chairman. He
stated that he will keep all meet procedures the same. President Bob Robinson
extended thanks to Sid & Andy Weiss and Chuck Weber for jobs well done in the
past on the Meet Committee.

Division Meets - Glenn Stinson announced that 360 people attended the March
11th Mini-Maxi Meet at Westover. (Meet was very successful and enjoyed by
all.) Next Westover Meet is scheduled for July 15th. Glenn is setting up
plans for a gala 10th Anniversary Mini Meet in 1980,

Division CGars - Ray Connolly's final report on the 1978 ILehigh Valley boxcar
indicated that 192 cars . (all that were available) were sold for a return of
$2,017.40,. Chuck Weber reported that the 1979 car will be a Conrall caboose.
Three hundred have been ordered from Elliott Smith. Hopefully, they will be
available by the July 15th Meet.

Division Finances - Dick Knowles' Treasurer's Report for 1978 was approved as
submitted. Auditor Bill Miles reported that everything was in order. He re-
commended that no refunds be made to members for amounts less than $1:00.

Division Quarterly - Ed Pinsky reported that the "Express" is current. Con-
tributions of articles are always welcome.

Modular Tayout - Phil Ritter reported that the Division modular '0O' gauge
layout is progressing and should be operable by November of this year. Tt
will be displayed at hospitals, malls, train meets and other appropriate lo-
cations. Ioans of accessories and rolling stock will be appreciated.

National Business Manager - Dick Heineman advised that Eric Buckley resigned
in February. National Office clerical staff is handling National business un-
til a new Business Manager can be found.

Reinstatement - The Board established a new policy permitting members who had
been dropped for non-payment of dues to be reinstated upon payment of a $5.00
reinstatement fee plus current amount of yearly dues.

Non-Affiliated Meets - The Board passed a resolution that any Atlantic Divi-
sion Officer or Director who is a principal or agent of a non-affiliated train
meet must resign from the Board, because of conflict of interest. Resignation
is to be prior to announced train meet.

Membership - As of this date, the Atlantic Division has 587 members.

OO
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FACTORY ERROR CONTEST

By Bob Robinson & Ed Pinsky

The Lionel 6464-150 M.P. Eagle boxcar shown on the cover is a toughie! We
will tell you only that the colors are standard (blue & gray body with yellow
doors). Good luck and, as always, free AD meet passes will go to five members
picked at random from among those who correctly identify the error. Send your
answers to the Editor and please include your TCA number.
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The last contest featured an MPC B & O Sentinel boxcar. Only seven members
correctly spotted that all the white lettering is missing which normally ap-
pears on the lower blue body panel. Two of the eagle-eyed winners(*) also
pointed out something which car owner Charlie Weber later verified, namely,
that the lettering which does appear on the car is displaced 1/16" to the
right. Winner Gordon Wilson identified both these errors but earns no extra
points for also observing that the track is warped!

Members winning free meet passes are:

Al Beck John Boyle *Al Brodhag Jay Meyer *Gordon Wilson
Also with correct answers: Rev. Bob Pauli Walt Stinger

Incidentally, the white 1lettering 1is missing on both sides of the car.
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$1, 000 REWARD

Bill Thomas has raised his reward offer to $1,000 for information leading to
the arrest and conviction of the person or persons who took a Lionel O Gauge
Blue Streak Set from his shop. The set can be easily recognized and identi-
fied by many members of the Atlantic Division. If you have any information,
contact Bill Thomas, 737 Hoffnagle Street, Philadelphia, PA 19111,

HELP WANTED

Will the collector from whom Ed Burtenshaw purchased an "A.F. Union Pacific
Jeep" at the March 11, 1979 Westover Meet please phone Ed at (215) 265-3693.
He left a "Lionel Sound of Steam Circuit Board" on your table.










Spring, 1979 ATLANTIC DIVISION "EXPRESS" Page 7

Yard. A picture survives of the car in the
Williams Corner carhouse of the Phoenixville,
Valley Forge and Strafford line but it is not
likely that it ever operated over the line
as has been claimed by some sources.

It is also incorrect, as has been claimed,
that the car derived its name from the area

west of Phoenixville borough called Tooner-
ville. Fontaine Fox was not a residerit of the
area and was drawing his cartoons for some
years before the Lubin Studios began to make
movies and was originally inspired by a small

branch of the Third Avenue Railway.
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MARX REMARKXS-PART IT

By Art Bink

In the last installment, I told how attending six different Marx auctions re-
sulted in my acquiring 34 distinctive variations of the Commodore Vanderbilt
and Mercury locomotives. The chart which follows indicates the features of

each loco.

A word about the chart: Because of its size it had to be printed on three
separate pages. For easy reference, the first vertical column on each page
(numbered # to #34) indicates the 34 locomotive variations. The composite
illustration shown below represents either a Vanderbilt OR a Mercury loco.

G (VANDERBILT ONLY)

B
I P i A E

E (MERCURY ONLY)

There are additional minor differences for which no columns exist since it is
felt that these are not of major external cosmetic or functional consequence.
An example would be the shape of the headlight lamp bracket resulting in a
vertically or horizontally positioned bulb.

If any of you out there have a Commodore Vanderbilt or Mercury that is not on
this list, if you let me know, I will send you a copy of the updated list.
This may result in a list of 134 locomotives instead of 34, knowing Marx!

See Chart Starting On Next Page —
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MECHANICAL KOMEKRCLATURE PROCURED MERCURY (M)
WHISTLE FRINTED SPECIAL FROM R HAND~
OF AT EQUIPMENT| MARX VANDERBILT (V)| RAILINGS?
# FACTORY AUCTICONS? TYPE?
1 none S-7; 5-27-46 none yes M yes
I 2 none none none yes yes
I 3 none none none yes yes
4 none none none yes ¥ yes
5 none ° 15-B nons yes M yes
I 6 none # 15 none Fyes M yes
T yes &35 none yes yes
8 yes 635-J none yes yes
9 yes none none yes M yes
1c nona none none no M yes
1 none none none no M ne
12 none none none no M yes
13 yes none none no M yes
14 none none none yes v yes
15 none JAN, 10, 1940 none yes v yes
15 none none none yes v yes
Jan, 10
17 none For 59% 19501 1ome yes v yes
18 none none none yes v no
F
19 none none none no yag
20 none none none o v no
a none none none no no
2z none none none o yes
SPECIAT~FCR red lever
SIDING SET in front
I~117 Track of drive
23 none Layout wheel to yes v yes
lock
reverse inj
& out
24 ves none none no no
I z3 Zcre none none no v no
26 sore none none no v yes
2T e zcae none no v yes
28 none noae none no v yes
29 none none aone jes v yes
30 none none none ne v yes
31 none noae none no v yes
32 none none aone yes v yes
- forward &
33 | oone none Teverse yes v no
I 34 none none none yes v no

MARX REMARKS

(Continued)

Mercury Iocomotive

Mfg. 1938 to 1952






