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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

By Bob Robinson

The May 7th Museum Benefit Meet started out as a disaster due to the complete
failure of Ivystone Inn to be prepared for our event. Of course they knew a-
bout our meet (bookings are made well in advance) and various members of the
Meet Committee met with Ivystone management on several occasions (as recently
as the day befqrethenwet) to clear up the deficiencies of the previous meet.
We were assured that all arrangements would be perfect and that there would
be no problems.,

However, a surprise awaited the Meet Committee when we arrived around 6:00 am
to open the hall for the meet..Not only was the hall not ready for us but the
place was still set up for a political meeting/dance of the night before which
had just broken up at 5:00 am - a scant hour before we arrived!

Litter, empty bottles, beer cans, two bars and 22,000 sq.ft. of pure mess had
to be cleaned away before we could even begin to set up the 380 tables needed
for our meet. The total Ivystone staff consisted of two teenage boys who
loocked like they had not slept the night before. They were just starting to
remove the tablecloths from the dinner tables. Needless to say, we woke up
the manager, who evidently had forgotten that we were coming. He offered much
sympathy but little encouragement. He admitted that someone had goofed but
stated that he had no staff to prepare for our meet - which by now was almost
due to start!

To the rescue came members, wives, children and guests who grabbed brooms,
filled trash cans, cleared dinner tables and stripped the hall clean, then
re~set it with our tables, microphones, etc., in time for the meet opening.
Unbelievably, we opened up Just about on schedule. 1In all, about 70:or 80
people (some of whom are mentioned in Andy Weiss' article which follows) just
Jumped in and got the job done - and cheerfully!

A meet which began as a disaster was turned into a success. And this success
was due not to "organigzation" but rather to people - train collecting people.
The cheerfulness and spirit of cooperation displayed by everyone made the day
and will not be forgotten. But after all, isn't that what our hobby is all
about?

— CRORQ

MUSEUM BENEFIT MEET - MAY 7, 1978

By Andy Weiss

In spite of the minor problems we had, the May 7th Museum Benefit Meet turned
out great. When the Meet Committee arrived at 6:00 am that morning ready to
go, we discovered that the hall was still a MESS from a wild party held the
night Dbefore. We want to thank all those members who voluntarily helped to
clean the hall and set up the tables. It just proves the old saying (it was
made up on Sunday) that you can't find a group of people more dedicated or
helpful than the members of TCA.

~Continued on Page 4-
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SECRETARY'S DESK

By Dick Heineman

As stated in the last issue, these Atlantic Division reports will be in cap-
sule summary because of space limitations.

3/22/77 Board of Directors Meeting

1. Charlie Weber reported a slow-up in designing a Division Car until a 1978
Iionel catalog is secured to see what cars will be available. Also, final de-
cision must be made on the Division Logo.

2. Meet Chairman Sid Weiss réported all systems go for the April 8th Mini-
Meet at Westover Country Club.

3. A $300.00 draw account will be opened to get the Division Modular Layout
started.

4. Bob Robinson and Nick Ladd have purchased a large number of Door Prizes to
be given away at future meets.

4/08/78 Divisional Business Meeting

1. President Robinson reported that a Division Souvenir Boxcar will be ready
for our July meet.

2. A Cocktail Party will be hosted by Atlantic Division at the Boston National
Convention.

3. Silver Bngraved Bowls were presented to Charlie Weber for his outstanding
contributions as immediate past-president, +to Ed Pinsky for his continuing
service as Quarterly editor and to Sid Weiss for his fine efforts as meet com-
mittee chairman.

A Reminder

Some back issues of the Quarterly are avallable for $1.25 each. Please con-
tact me with your needs.

GRONC)

MUSEUM BENEFIT MEET Continued from Page 4

perform some other onerous task on Sunday.

If you did attend, we hope you had a good time, and if you could not attend,
we hope you make it in July. Incidentally, the meet was a financial success
and, out of the proceeds, Atlantic Division will present a $1,000.00 check to
the Museun.

Bditor's Note: Speaking of another winner, Andy Weiss did a bang-up job at
the registration tables - even without his assistant Sid.

OO









MARX (A) DISNEY SET (B) FREIGHT SET
No. | Length || Color Markings Color Markings '
T -
Loco 376 | 3 3/4" || Blue/Gray none | Gray/White none
Tender b2 | 2 " HRed/Yellow "Donald Duck RR" Gray/Red "Marline's Trail Blazer™"
Gondola (a) |3 " Blue/Yellow |none Brown/White | "Virginian"
Box Car (p) |3 " ||Yellow/Red |"Mickey Mouse Express" || Yellow/Red | "Great Northern"
Caboose ? |2 1/2" |iRed/Yellow |none l;Red/Yellow "Marline"
(a) Gondola in Disney Set is not numbered; in Freight Set is #1914;
(b) Box Car in Disney Set is #049; in Frelght Set is #9049.
RANGER (C) FREIGHT SET #390 (D) PASSENGER SET #395
No. | Length |{ Color Markings Color Markings
Loco 39313 3/4" Green/Yéllow none Red/Yellow none
Tender 711 ?/8" Green/Yellow "Ranger RR" Red/Yéllow "Ranger RR“
Tank Car 7 3 " Blue/White "Ranger" XXXXK XXXX
Caboose ? |2 1/4" || Red/Wnite "Rangex" XXXX XXXX
Coach (2)}{3027 |3 /4" XKXX XXXX Black/Yellow | "Ranger RR"
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- DIVISIONAL STATUS

What Does It Mean?
By Dick Heineman & Ed& Pinsky
In this article we will attempt to clarify some apparent confusion which ex-

ists as a result of Delaware Valley Chapter becoming Delaware Valley Division
and then Atlantic Division.

We are the same "entity" even though we have gone through three names in a
relatively short period of time. The geographical boundaries of the current
Atlantic Division are the salme as the geographical boundaries of the former
Delaware Valley Chapter.

ALl TCA members belong to the National Association and must pay National dues
(except Honorary Members, Honor Roll Members and Life Members). In addition,
one may become a member of Atlantic Division (AD) by paying AD dues.

Members will be in one of the following categories depending on whether or
not they choose to pay AD dues:

- Members who reside within the AD geographical boundaries and who pay AD
dues - have all the privileges of AD membership.

- Members who reside within the AD geographical boundaries but who do not
pay AD dues - have no privileges of AD membership. They are members at
large of TCA National but not members of the Atlantic Division.

- Members who reside outside of the AD geographical boundaries and who pay

AD dues - have all the privileges of AD membership except the right to
vote or to hold AD elected office.

Benefits of Atlantic Division membership include:

A quality Quarterly magazine of established reputation.

Three major meets each year - in January, July and November.

Two mini meets each year - these are for AD members (and families) only
and are low-key at which friendship and good fellowship are stressed.
Direct representation on the National Board of Directors through the
AD President.

Souvenir plaques for members attending AD meets - these have become very
popular and are collectible items in themselves.

[

We hope, of course, that you will become an active Atlantic Division member
and enjoy the above benefits. Current annual dues are $4.00, the same as
they were for the old Delaware Valley Chapter. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact the Secretary.

OO
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FACTORY ERRCR CONTEST

By Bob Robinson

The standard gauge caboose shown'on the front cover is not exactly a "factory
error" but rather an extremely rare car. Body color is maroon and roof is
black. * Free meet passes will be awarded to five members who correctly state
why the car is rare. Send your answers to the Editor and please include your
TCA number.

The contest in the Spring issue was an easy one and eleven members correctly
spotted that the dark red observation car was improperly numbered 1690. Number
1690 1is the correct designation for the pullman and 1691 is the correct number
for the observation car: Inecidentally, the peacock pullman in this series is
correctly numbered 1692 and the observation car is correctly numbered 1693.
Member Marty Visnick has a peacock observation car numbered 1692! Where does
it all end?

These five winners will receive free Atlantic Division Meet passes:

Al Beck -~ Paul Gravelle - Emerson Green -~ Clarence Haney - John Kelly

These members also correctly identified the error:

John Boyle - Al Hamburg -~ John Kiefel - Dick Rex - Jack Ross - Gordon Wilson

Charter Member John Kelly wrote that if he should be a winner (whiéh he is),
his free meet pass should be donated to some other member. Many thanks, John.

Member Al Beck not only sent in a winning answer but did so in a humerous man-
ner worthy of quoting here. His letter, in part, reads:

Now for the Factory Frror Contest...let's see. Could
this be the extremely rare car with the .2970" journal
boxes instead of the .2968" ones? No, I don't think
so. Oh, I know! Obviously the handrails are reversed
with the left-hand one on the right and vice versa.
No, it couldn't be that...

I guess it looks like an ordinary 1690 to me. Wait a
minute! 169077 My observation isn't a 1690!!

I think I've got it! I THINK I'VE GOT IT!!

Finally, we are always looking for interesting factory error items. Send us
a glossy photo with full details and we'll be glad to print it.

OO






