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President’s Letter
“…. Do you know anyone that has an interest in trains? Show
them what the TCA is, .
It’s hard to believe that the summer is almost over. Attending
York in April and the TCA Convention in June seems like a long
time ago.
One of the major topics during the National TCA Board of Directors meeting was membership. As our members age, our total
membership is decreasing. Members are what makes the TCA the
great organization that it is and has been. Do you know anyone
that has an interest in trains? Show them what the TCA is, bring
them to the TCA museum, sign them up. You don’t need to be a
collector, as such, to be a member. Anyone with an interest in
trains can benefit from membership.
(Continued page 2)
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(continued from page 1)
I have been asked to continue as National Toy Train Museum chairman. I will continue to act in
this capacity as long as I feel that we are accomplishing improvements at the facility. Since last
year, with the help of the Atlantic Division and many volunteers, especially Tammy Hersh and
Melody Rogers, many improvements have already been completed. New displays, more action
and more hands-on areas have been added. We plan on rotating some of the displays to keep
them new and fresh. We can use all of the help that we can get and new ideas are certainly
welcome. We have already received numerous suggestions from members around the country.
On July 13th the NTTM hosted the Packard Collectors. The parking lot, full of vintage Packard
cars - as well as vintage TCA members, - was a sight to behold. We need to host more events of
this type at the museum. If you want to arrange an event, contact Tammy Hersh at the National
Business Office.
This year the AD will hold a major election where a new President, Vice President and a four
new Directors will be up for election. Be sure to vote and send back your postcard ballot.
Also, don’t forget the Atlantic Division Train Meet on September 27th. If you need tables or
information call Alan Craig (856) 784-0038. I’ll see you there.
Bob Lubonski, Atlantic Division President
What’s Ahead

Model Railroad Days, Railroad
Museum of Pennsylvania, August
22nd - 23rd, Strasburg, PA
(Details on page 4 - Layout Chair
report. Need your Help.)

September 19 Philadelphia
30th Street Station
Amtrak Train Days Celebration
2955 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104 11 am
- 3 pm

Autumn Train Meet,
Plumber’s Union Hall,
Sunday - September 27th,
Philadelphia
Doors open to TCA
members at 8:00 A.M. and
public at 9:00 A.M.

Led by a diesel-electric locomotive arrayed in an historic Amtrak paint scheme, the Exhibit Train
includes three display cars (former baggage cars) that have been renovated and transformed
into exhibit space. Information on major events and achievements covering more than four decades of company history are shown. At the end of the train, in a reconfigured Amfleet Café car,
visitors may browse the gift shop. There are many items available for sale including Amtrak: An
American Story, an illustrated company history written by employees with chapter introductions
composed by past and present Amtrak leaders. In addition, a documentary DVD explores the
history of Amtrak and its importance to the nation's transportation network.
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Division News—Financial
Treasurer’s Report—by: Michael Ramsey

Below is the treasurer’s report for the 2015 fiscal year ending 6/30/15.
FY 15 Budget vs Actual Comparison

Ordinary Income
Convention Income
Ordinary Expense
Convention Expenses
Net

FY15 Budget

FY15 Actual

$28,400

$26,864

$11,034

$42,927

$29,350

$29,165

$0.00

$2,693

$10,084

$37,933

CURRENT CASH (as of
06 /30/15):

CURRENT CASH (as of
06/30/14):

Checking

$65,658

Checking

$27,161

Cash
Box

$300

Cash Box

$300

Total

$65,958

Total

$27,461

Board of Directors—Highlights of Activities/ Actions –July BOD meeting
By: Bob Wittendorf
 Atlantic Division membership continues at the same level as last year—about 950.
 The FY 2016 Budget was approved at essentially the same expected income and expenses
levels as identified in the FY 2015 Budget.
 The confusion with distribution of the National membership cards is being resolved by Headquarters.
 Membership in the Atlantic Division requires continuing membership in the National TCA; the
Division dues will remain fixed at $8.00/year, payable to the AD Treasurer by January 31.
 The printing and mailing of Division’s information by the Print ‘n Mail, a local company, appears to be working with no apparent delays nor problems. Members should let a Board
member know if there are deficiencies with the mailings you receive.
 Renovation of the Traveling Layout, to one that is easier and lighter, is under consideration
but no action has begun.
 A phone survey of non-renewing members (about 100) indicated that about 1/2 of the members dropped from National membership roll was due to error or lack of adequate and appropriate communication between National and the member.
 The Division will provide assistance and advice to the family of a Division member in the appropriate disposition of a collection, if necessary, at no cost to the family. Contact an Officer
or a Board member and they will help you start the process.
 The ‘Annual Event’ drawing in the November, will again include the choice of a Lionel ‘O’ or
American Flyer ‘S’ gauge locomotive. The difference this year is that we will offer matching
locomotives: PRR Y3 2-8-8-2 Steam Locomotive in both ‘O’ and ‘S’ gauge.
 Members will be asked for their ideas on a new fund-raising car design. (Ed: see notice on
page 5)
Traveling Layout - Presentation at the Model Railroad Days at the Pennsylvania Railroad Museum, Need your help….
By Terry Trickel (Layout Committee Chair)
Traveling Layout’s next event will be the Model Railroad Days show at the Pennsylvania Railroad Museum. Dates of the show are August 22nd & 23rd, 2015.
(Continued on page 4)
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Traveling Layout (continued from page 3)
This is a great opportunity to showcase our hobby and hopefully, recruit some new members to the
TCA and the Division. And, with our Museum close by, invite them to see what model railroading is
all about.
I WILL NEED NAMES OF VOLUNTEERS TO SUBMIT TO THE PA RAILROAD MUSEUM FOR
ADMISSION PASSES. Please contact me immediately. SET-UP CAN BE FRIDAY, THE 21ST
FROM 12-5 PM, OR SATURDAY FROM 7:30 – 9:00 A.M.
Any member interested in helping out for one or both days, contact me at (484) 924-9177 or email:
northernfinds@yahoo.com, or any Atlantic Division board member.
Other planned events
 Atlantic Division Train Meet, September 27, 2015, Plumbers Hall. We will have the HO Time saver
layout at this meet.
 Greenberg Show December 12-13, OAKS, PA.
 Quaker City String Band CHRISTMAS PARTY, December, date to be announced
New Traveling Layout—Come out and help with the planning and construction. Contact me
for details.
Kids Club—“….consider sharing the fun of trains with enthusiastic youngsters …”
By Leon Duminiak (Kids Club Chair)
CALLING ALL OLD KIDS
I’d like to try something different this year with the activities for kids. A few of my ideas are:
 Display Terry Trickel's HO gauge ‘Time Saver’ module at our Meets so that we have something
new for our young visitors to do.
 Hold a contest of Kids Club member’s layout photos.
 Develop standards for some simple modules that youngsters could build and set up at our train
meets or other venues.
Ideas are easy but getting help isn’t. We need YOU to make the Kids Club work. Why not
consider sharing the fun of trains with enthusiastic youngsters? They really do like to play with us
old guys, if they have the opportunity. Contact me at lduminiak@verizion.net if you aren’t afraid of
enjoying trains like a kid again.
[Ed. To register your child or grandchild to the Kids Club, complete and send the Kids Club
Registration Form - found in all issues of the National Headquarters News and online at
traincollectors.org. Mail to the address on the form or save the stamp and do it online. Kids Club
membership is free to children under age 18 years.]
Atlantic Division Looking for Fund Raiser Car Ideas – You Can Help!!
During the planning and preparation efforts leading the Atlantic Division to hosting the 60th National TCA Convention, several fund raising cars were produced by the Division. This effort was so
successful that the Division’s Board of Directors would like to continue this with additional cars.
For the previous cars we used Lionel cars that were decorated by Weaver models or we used
100% Weaver cars. Weaver is no longer in business, but Lionel has stepped in to fill the void by
offering more realistic terms and limits on their custom decorated cars. And these cars will be
100% Lionel and 100% American made.
Our current limit is simply the need for good, creative and workable design ideas. At this time
Lionel is only offering us modern smooth side 9700 series type box cars so the design should be
modern. (Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)
Also, while fantasy designs can be very successful, prototypical designs are preferred. Use of
trademarked images or logos needs approval (at least some level of preliminary endorsement of
the use) from the trademark holder. Therefore, the Board of Directors of the Atlantic Division is
holding a contest open to all division members to find good design ideas for future fund raising
cars. Design ideas can be submitted by email to Glenn Stinson at jstinson@sprynet.com. Please
submit your ideas by October 31, 2015. The Board of Directors will determine the ideas to be
pursued further with announcements in the Winter Express. Those who submit ideas selected by
the Board will receive a free pass to all Atlantic Division train meets for 2016 and if the design idea
actually goes into production, a free car with their design. .
Meet Schedule: September to November, 2015
SHOW SCHEDULE - FALL 2015
DATE
SHOW

LOCATION

Sept. 12, 2015
Sept. 13, 2015

Lehigh Valley Show
Hamburg

Merchants Square Mall, 1901 S. 12th St., Allentown, PA
Hamburg Fire Co. Field House, Pine St., Hamburg, PA

Sept. 19, 2015

Old Bridge Train Show

Old Bridge Municipal Complex, 1 Old Bridge Plaza, (Senior
Center), RT. 516, Old Bridge, NJ 08857

Sept. 20, 2015
Sept. 27, 2015
Oct. 4, 2015
Oct. 11, 2015
Oct. 22-24, 2015
Oct. 24-25, 2015
Oct. 31-Nov. 1, 2015
Nov. 1, 2015

Gilbertsville
At. Div., TCA
Toms River Train Show
Wayne Train Show
Eastern Div., TCA
Scale Show
Greenberg’s
Brick Train Show

Nov. 7-8, 2015

Greenberg’s

Nov. 8, 2015
Nov. 14-15, 2015
Nov. 21, 2015
Nov. 22, 2015
Nov. 28-29, 2015

At. Div., TCA
Allentown TMA
Keystone Div., TCA
York Train Show
Greenberg’s

Gilbertsville Fire House, RT. 73, Gilbertsville, PA
Plumbers Union Hall, South Hampton Rd., Phila, PA
Elks Lodge #1875, 600 Wash. St., Toms River, NJ 08753
Wayne P.A.L. Hall, Wayne, NJ 07470
York Fairgrounds, 334 Carlise Ave., York, PA 17403
MD State Fairgrounds, 2200 York Rd., Timonium, MD
Harrisburg Mall, 3501 Paxton St., Harrisburg, PA
Brick Elks Lodge #2151, 2491 Hooper Ave., Brick, NJ
Monroeville Convention Center, 209 Mall Blvd., Monroeville,
PA
Plumbers Union Hall, South Hampton Rd., Phila, PA
Allentown Fairgrounds, 17th & Chew Sts., Allentown, PA
St. Philip’s Parish Hall, RT s. 741 & 999, Millersville, PA
Old Main Bldg., York Fairgrounds, 334 Carlise Ave., York, PA
NJ Expo Center, 97 Sunfield Avenue, Edison, NJ

Book Review— By: Bob Robinson
“ Clockwork, Steam and Electric – The History of Model Railroads up to 1939” , By Gustav Reder
First published in Germany by Alba Buchverlag - 1969., First English Edition by Ian Allen – 1972
This is a book that I bought way back when train collecting books
were not common and anything that appeared worthwhile was happily purchased. It has languished on my book shelves these many
years as an unknown treasure.
The text traces the history of toy trains in all gauges and methods of
propulsion from the very beginnings up to 1939. International in
scope, the author generously utilizes catalog cuts in all cases to illustrate his text. These are by necessity black and white copies but the
clarity is very good. The author states that he received his first catalog in 1905 and from that time forward his interest was toy trains.
Reder’s first train book was published in Germany in 1926.
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)
The writing is fact after fact, backed up by the aforementioned catalog cuts to support and illustrate
the authors writing style and research. For example, quoting one of the authors more fascinating
factoids on page 35 “The first electric model railway, as far as we know from the earliest illustration
of this kind comes from a catalog of the Novelty Electric Co of Philadelphia dated 1883. (The author does acknowledge an earlier electric train but
no illustration exists, only a newspaper article).
Examination of the illustration shows the two rail
train was powered by a central battery and the signal acted as the switch. The battery is labeled with
the company name and the engine, a 2-2-0, is labeled NEC under the cab windows.
This information was certainly a surprise to me. As
a collector of trains for over 50 years, I had always believed that the Carlisle and Finch Company of
Cincinnati, Ohio was the first around the mid 1890’s. I’m sure this book is out of print but it is normally available on secondary markets such as train meets, Amazon and eBay. And of course, the
book is available for review at the TCA library.
Something to Consider- “Fire, Call 911”
By: Bob Wittendorf
I thought, like perhaps most of you, that this would never happen, but it did on July 23rd. The
plastic cowling and x-braces on my attic exhaust fan overheated (presumably—still being investigated) and ignited the wood framing. There were no smoke alarms there—it’s an attic– and what
could cause a fire. Now I know ,maybe you have one of these too.
Luckily a ‘thunk’ was heard in the bedroom below (fan motor hitting the floor) and investigated
from outside—a prowler? Crackling was heard and fire was seen. The fire was put out within 15
minutes. The attic contents were lost to the flames. The real damage came from the water (about
1000 gallons) and the heating by the dehumidifiers (inside reached 107 degrees) to release the
bound water from the walls, insulation, floors, etc. Since most of us have our trains in either the
basement or maybe an upper floor, they would be in direct contact with the aftermath of a fire,
smoke, and its extinguishing. Lessons learned are:
1. Keep an inventory (pictures too) of your collection for insurance purposes. 2. Make sure you
have the appropriate coverage for any loss and get the extra coverage, if appropriate. 3. Keep
very special items in a water-proof case or box. 4. Have ‘total replacement’ coverage and have
superior insurance company (you often get what you pay for).
Feature Article - THOMAS INDUSTRIES, INC.(part 2)
The Atlantic Division will present a series of Train Manufacturers found in the borders of our division. Each AD Express will review many of the models and full size train related manufacturers.
We have a list of over 50 manufacturers and looking for more. We encourage members and readers to submit manufacturer information and request your favorite company for review.
By Terry Trickel
Thomas continued with production in the
Shawnee, Oklahoma location. He developed
The Shawnee Express sets with locomotive,
tender, coach and baggage car, and a Shawnee Express with balloon stack engine and tender, a flat cat, pulpwood car and caboose. The
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sets sold for $43.50 for the passenger version
and $39.50 for the freight one, both fully assembled. No track was sold with sets.
In 1951, Thomas Industries started to advertise HO figures. Jim Thomas’ son, James, designed a line of 20 mm figures. and Confederate soldiers. They included pioneer man and
(continued page 7)

Feature Article - THOMAS INDUSTRIES, INC.(part 2)
(Continued from page 6)
a lady, Indians and Union and Confederate
soldiers. James would also produce 54 mm
figures of Middle Eastern Medieval figures for
Cliff Arquette’s Gettysburg museum. The line
of Union and Confederate soldiers were
expanded in 1959 for the Civil War Centennial
in 1961. They included cannons and limber
sets as well.
In July 1955, Thomas entered the HO field
with the expiration of the agreement with
Mantua not to produce HO trains. His first car
was a six dome tank car, similar to his O gauge
tank. The six dome cars had Roma Wine and
Ambrose Wine on the sides. Soon after these
appeared, a series of 10 different oil and
chemical companies’ single domes cars were
produced.
In 1958, a popular Bakers
Chocolate tank car was issued. The tank cars
came in kit form. Thomas made HO flat cars
with a Cannon and Limber loads. There were
some limited assembled cars. Flat cars are
hard to find.
Thomas Industries suffered a blow when Jim
Thomas died of a heart attack on June 27,
1958, at his home in Shawnee, Oklahoma.
Thomas had many future plans that included
expansion of the HO line - a Dockside switcher
and a coal loader. Future plans included an
outdoor railway, one inch to the foot scale.
Thomas’ son, James came home from
graduate studies to run the family business.
James kept the business going from 1958 to
1961, until his mother decided to sell the
business. For the three years that James was
in control, he produced some tinplate box cars,
powder car, box car, stock and an old time
gondola car. Cars were developed to go along
with the Civil War Military trains theme. The
sets and cars were in late development and the
number sold, if any, prior to the company’s sale
in 1961 is unknown or whether any were sold
by the new owners.
Thomas Industries was sold to Lawrence B.
Battley and John T. Brigham and given a new
name, THOMAS INDUSTRIES MODEL
TRAINS, INC. with an address of 10207 Timber
Trail, Dallas, Texas. But the actual location of
the factory was in an old school house in Plano,
Texas, a nearby suburb. Shortly after the

relocation and the before the shop was set up
for production, Battley sold his interest to
Brigham. A new catalog was issued in 1962,
(same old catalog) with number 620 which
show the Military train. It is unknown if any of
the sets were produced. The catalog pictured
some of the Powered car, box and stock cars.
A few of these were sold and several are in the
TCA Museum collection.
Brigham had problems keeping up with
production. By late 1963, ads for Thomas Train
no longer appeared in print.. In 1963, Brigham
moved the operation to his parent’s farm and
set up production in a wood building. Shortly
after, a die-casting machine malfunctioned and
set the building on fire. This was the final end of
Thomas Industries.
Marie Thomas sold the ‘lead figure’ line to
Kenneth Bovee and Calvin C. Laster and were
sold under the name THOMAS INDUSTRIES.
The company was sold to Laster in 1967 who
renamed the company K & L Company.
Business went downhill and sold again in 1970
to Leslie Pierce who retained the name K & L
Company.
Some side notes, Thomas manufactured
parts for other companies. Talking to Lou
English from Bowser, he said that Thomas had
some dies of his and were lost in the fire and
he was not a happy camper.
Thomas had a dislike for diesels. An EMC
1000 switcher was sold but not manufacture by
Thomas.
The ‘pick-up’ shoe was marked
‘Thomas’ and everyone assumed that it was
made by Thomas. The ‘pick-up’ shoe was also
used on Pittman or Mintoy Trolleys. Many
people thought that Thomas manufactured the
trolleys as well.
The pick-up shoe was
available through the Thomas parts business.
Thomas Industries made a great product
over the company short life span. The price of
cars and locomotives were much cheaper than
Lionel and other manufacturers. They served
the market and are very collectable. The
company is a true tinplate company.
(Ed. The production time line will be shown
in the next issue of the Express.)
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Your Layout Photos
We have all admired the layouts of our train
friends. Many are rich in track work and rolling
stock while others show extreme skill and artistry in the detailed landscaping.
The variety of train layouts is endless but
humor seems to present itself on most layouts. If you look hard enough, in some remote
spot or secluded corner of the layout may be
a small scene or diorama the layout’s creator
included just for fun.
Another in a continuing series of photos of
layouts showing unique and humorous
scenes. If you have a scene on your layout
that you would like included in a future issue
of the “Express”, please send the image to
Glenn Stinson at jstinson@sprynet.com.
“Nothing left but a chalk stain on the road.” (Bill Erskine’s Layout)

Classified Advertising - Division Members, Non-Division Members
Classified ads from members will include both wanted and for sale ads. These ads are free for
Division members. Your ad will reach over 1000 local collectors. Ads may be edited for length
and content.
Non-Division members may place ads at the rate of $5.00 for 50 words or less and $0.10 for
each additional word. Classified ads are restricted to toy trains and related items. Please use the
TCA descriptive Standards. Your ad will reach over 1000 TCA members in the Atlantic Division
and many more throughout TCA due to our current exchange with other TCA Divisions.
If you would like to run a classified ad in the next Atlantic Division Express, please send your ad
copy by October 31st to Glenn K. Stinson at jstinson@sprynet.com or (610) 277-8397.
For Sale

Wanted

Complete HO Layout and Collection. For sale
as one lot. Many engines including Marklin,
Bachman and others. Also many books and
magazines. Please call Mrs. Carmen Otte,
(215) 745-4266

Wanted –Lionel prewar 8976 Switchers models
30, 231, 232. Lionel 4 wheel 800 series freight
cars in high quality condition. Bob Robinson.
(610) 489-1462

Newsletter contacts
Chester Zmijewski—Editor-Emeritus, cmzmijewski@comcast.net
 Managing Editor—Bob Wittendorf, trainrunner@verizon.net. rwitten14@gmail.com
 Up-Coming Events—Win Becker, williamhbeckerinc@gmail.com
 Classified Ads/National’s Library—Glenn Stinson, jstinson@sprynet.com,
 News/Articles/Stories/Help—Bob Robinson, carolsfancy@earthlink.net
 Contributor-at-large—Art Bink, artbink@verizon.net
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