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OUR AIM:  TO PROVIDE INFORMATION, INSPIRE PARTICIPATION & CONNECT WITH MEMBERS 

Happy New Year! 

  This year the Atlantic Division will not be quite as busy as in 
2014 when we hosted the National Convention.  But the Board of 

Directors has some plans for new activities. 

   First, we are considering adding another Train Meet this year.  
We are in the early planning stages but we will know soon if it can 
be done.  If so, the Meet will be held at the Crowne Plaza, Cherry 
Hill, NJ.  Let me or any Board Member know what you think about 
this idea.  Some have  suggested holding it on a Saturday.  

     (continued on page 2) 

Presidents Letter 
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(continued from page 1) 

There are advantages and disadvantages for a Saturday Meet, so we are looking at it carefully. 

   Our Convention Fund-Raiser cars were so well received that we are considering producing 

another car for 2015.  If and when it is available, we will make sure that all Division members 

know about it before advertising to the rest of the TCA.  Keep a look-out for an announcement. 

  The Annual Member’s Meeting luncheon will be held on Sunday, May 17th.  This year the 

meeting will be held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Cherry Hill.  The menu and prices are being 

finalized.  Keep watch for the notice and reservation in the mail.  Plan to attend and participate in 

the business of the Atlantic Division and have lunch with your fellow AD friends. 

   This year will see a significant change in your Atlantic Division Board of Directors.   Since this is 

my final year as president, a new president and vice president will be elected.  We also will have 

four (4) Director positions open, as some current Board members are reaching the end of their 

allowable terms.  You will receive a notice later in the year requesting candidates to run for the 

board.  If you would like to get involved with this great division, plan on running for one of the 

open positions on the Board. 

   As I mentioned in my previous letter, I am now the Chairman of the TCA’s National Toy Train 

Museum Committee.  We have quite a few enhancements planned for the Museum and our 

Division has allocated funds for these projects.  One of them is a 60” flat-screen monitor, to be 

place in the lobby to advertise the TCA to visitors and show how they can join our organization 

and participate in its activities.  We can use some help implementing these improvements so let 

me know if you can give us a hand. 

  In addition to these, we are going to implement an improved inventory system to track all of the 

items on display and in storage.  If you like identifying and logging data about trains and related 

items, then plan on lending a hand for this project. 

   Don’t forget, the 2015 National TCA Convention will be held in Somerset, NJ.  Somerset is 

about an hour from Cherry Hill.  This will be the first TCA convention to be held in the New York 

Metro area.  The convention will feature a variety of tours to New York venues as well as the 

Welcome Party and Banquet and Trading Halls.  I hope to see you there.      

     Bob Lubonski, (856) 608-9265, email: bklubonski@gmail.com 

What’s Ahead 

Spring Ahead Train Meet, March 8th,  

8:00 am – 12:30 pm, Plumbers Union Hall,  

Philadelphia, PA 

Rails and Rods Show – April 12th,  

9 am – 2 pm, Bensalem, PA. . 

AD Members Luncheon – May 17th,  

1 pm – 3 pm, Cherry Hill, NJ.   

61st National TCA Convention –  

June 20th to 28th, Somerset, NJ  
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  For the 8th year, the Division has 
supported our member, Paul Fenn, in 
advertising and participating in this 
event, a fusion of Show Cars and 
Model Trains.  The Division’s travelling 
layout and other group’s layouts will be 
inside to introduce or even re-acquaint 
attendees and their families with 
operating and collecting model trains.  
The outside will be packed with ‘show 
cars’ – all makes and eras.    
   Best in Show trophies will be 
awarded to the car owners.  The kids 
smiling faces while they watch each 
train as it circles the layout will be the 
rewards for the layout operators.   
   If you are looking for something 
unique to do on this Sunday, stop in to 
see more than 100 ‘show cars’ and four 
operating layouts (N, S, O, G scales).  
Then stop by the vendors who will 
provide shopping opportunities and 
hear classic 50’s and 60’s music.  

   Admission is charged for the inside 

events and food is available.  All 

proceeds benefit a worthy cause. 

All Members Annual Meeting and Luncheon 

   If you did not attend last year’s Members’ Luncheon, you missed out on a delicious meal, 
enjoyable conversations about collecting and operating trains, the financial report of the Division, 
the June Convention’s status, and facts and fiction about TCA National. 
   The purpose of the ‘Annual Members’ Meeting’ is to meet others who share this hobby, learn 

about the financial status of the Division, 
meet your Officers and Board of Directors, 
get answers to your questions about major 
Division activities, see how you can help out, 
and ‘what’s happening’ at National.   
   Last year there were 38 members and 19 
guests out of over 800 members in the 
Division’s area who met at the Westover 
Country Club near Norristown, PA.  This year 
the Meeting will be held in New Jersey, 
(Crowne Plaza, Cherry Hill).   
   The food and dining space are sure to be 
the best as judged by our experience there 
for the Convention.  Plan on coming and 
bring your significant other too.   

What’s Ahead, (continued) 
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Letter from METCA for Atlantic Division Members 

 
Hello members of Atlantic Division.  My name is Stuart 

Rankin and I’m the President of the Metropolitan Division 

of TCA (METCA) and the Chairman for the 2015 TCA 

National Convention.  It is this this second hat that I 

wear which brings me to you today. 

For the first time in TCA history, the National 

Convention will be visiting the Big Apple.  I want 

each and every member of Atlantic Division to 

consider yourself personally invited to attend the 2015 

Convention in the New York metro area.  This week 

long event will be unlike any other; there’s a reason that 

New York City is one of the world’s most popular 

destinations. 

The first half of the week will consist of the “best of the best” trips and tours.  During the week 

we’ll have something for everyone; train related activities including a combination steam train 

and riverboat cruise, a tour of Grand Central Terminal, a trip to the TCA Headquarters, Museum, 

and Library in Strasburg PA and more; history related tours such as a visit to the home of FDR 

with lunch at a restaurant owner by a graduate of the world-renowned Culinary Institute of 

America, a tour of Sleepy Hollow (yes, of headless horseman fame) and more; military themed 

tours such as West Point and the aircraft carrier Intrepid; science and technology related tours 

such as the Cradle of Aviation and the Thomas Alva Edison laboratory and more.  Finally what 

trip to New York wouldn’t be complete without the most famous NYC sights; a daytime ride on 

the Circle Line going completely around Manhattan, a visit to the Statue of Liberty and Ellis 

Island, or an emotional visit to the 9/11 memorial and museum, and more. 

In addition to trips and tours, the second half of the week will include the Welcome Party with a 

decidedly local “flavor”, the sunset Dinner Cruise along the illuminated Manhattan nighttime 

skyline, home layout and collection visits (some world class and some more modest), and the 

concluding Banquet.  Not to be left out is the trading hall swap meet.  Here’s your chance to find 

that item for your collection from a new/different set of vendors than you normally see at your 

local meets.  We’ll also have participation from some of the hobby’s leading train manufacturers. 

The weather in the northeast is particularly nice in June.  Although spring will be behind us, 

typically the hazy, hot and humid dog days of summer haven’t begun yet.  This really will be a 

once in a lifetime experience to have a TCA National Convention in such a location. 

Be prepared to have the time of your life as you put yourself in a New York state of mind.  I 

really hope that I do see you in June 2015.  For further details and complete descriptions of every 

trip, tour and event, check out the new permanent TCA convention website at:  

www.TCAconvention.org 
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Atlantic Division’s Traveling Layout Visits Quaker CIity String Band 

   The traveling layout provided entertainment at the Quaker City String Band annual Christmas 
Party.  Santa’s helpers Bob Lubonski, Tom Wagner, Bob Wittendorf, Susan  and Terry Trickel set 
up and operated the layout.  We passed out engineer’s hats, whistles and bandanas to all the 
kids.  More than 60 children were in attendance with their parents creating a great Christmas 

atmosphere.  Tom Fletcher who is a member of 
the TCA and member of the string band collected 
names for the Kids club.  Their names will be 
forward to our National office.  
   Members of the String Band played Christmas 
music and with the arrival of Santa Claus, topped-
off the afternoon festivities.  Santa passed out 
presents to each child.  The String Band provided 
hot dogs and cupcakes to all.  We want to thank 
Quaker City Band members who help move the 
layout and trains up and down the stairs to the 
second floor party room. The Atlantic Division 
congratulates Quaker City String Band with a 
second place win in the 2015 Mummers Parade.  
We look forward to next year and bringing our 
Traveling layout for their annual Christmas Party. 
   The traveling layout’s next major event will be 
the Annual Rails and Rods Show in Bensalem on 
April 12th. AD member, Paul Fenn, sponsors this 
event.  The proceeds benefit the Ronald McDonald 
House and other children’s charities.  
   The show features vintage and current hot rods, 
operating layouts, and vendors.  Trophies are 
awarded for the cars and model trains can be 
viewed and purchased.  Paul is looking for vendors 

and cars for display at the 
show.  For information call 
(215) 208-0091.   
   The Traveling Layout 
requires very little effort to 
set up but it is a bulky and 
requires a little muscle to 
load and unload. We need a 
couple of younger members 
to help out.  Please contact 
me at (484) 924-9177, or my 
email 
northernfinds@yahoo.com to 
help out.  You also may 
contact any Atlantic Division 
board member. 
 

Terry Trickel, Layout Chair. 

mailto:northernfinds@yahoo.com
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November’s and January’s Train Meet Report 

   The November Meet was one of the busiest with a sell-out of tables and crowds of kids, grand-
parents and parents.  The annual event (a.k.a., raffle) was held and the winner selected the O 

scale Lionel locomotive leaving the S scale 
loco for next year’s event.  Providing the prize 
in either scale has proven to be a financial 
success; and the Division will continue to of-
fer both scales in the future.  The display of 
train items by Ed Kapuscinski and Dick 
Heineman were surprising in the variety of 
operating equipment that was made. 

The January Meet was a bit smaller in attend-

ance but still had lots of bargains if you had 

any cash left-over from the holidays.  Susie 

and Heather were kept busy at the registra-

tion table taking the ‘free passes’ from 2015 

Dues payers and money from families with 

lots of kids in tow.  The door prize winner of the Lionel Service Station Set was David Smernoff 

(Trevose, PA), a Division member.  [Editors Comment:   Absent and missed by the kids was our 

Traveling Layout 

because we did 

not have mem-

bers available and 

capable to set it 

up, keep it run-

ning, and pack it 

up. 

   See the letter 

from Terry Trickel 

and volunteer to 

help with the lay-

out in March.] 

Meet Schedule 

DATE SHOW LOCATION 

3/8 Atlantic Div. TCA Plumbers Union Hall, South Hampton Rd., Phila., PA 

3/8 Montvale Expo St. Joseph High School, Montvale, NJ 07645 

3/14 WB&A Chapter, TCA Annapolis Armory, 18 Willow St., Annapolis, MD 

3/14 Old Bridge Train Show Old Bridge Municipal Complex, Corner RTs. 9 & 516, Old Bridge, NJ 

3/14-15 Greenberg’s Chase Center on the Riverfront, 815 Justison St., Wilmington, DE 

3/15 Gilbertsville Gilbertsville Fire House, Rt. 73, Gilbertsville, PA 

3/21 Keystone Div. TCA St. Philip’s Parish Hall, RTs 741 & 999, Millersville, PA 

3/26-27 East Coast Train Show Memorial Hall, York Fair Grounds, York, PA 17404 

3/28-29 WG Hobby on Tour NJ Expo Center, 97 Sunfield Ave., Edison, NJ 
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Atlantic Division Webmaster—adtca.com -  The Division is seeking a member who can take over the 
Webmaster duties from Russ Keil who was named the National Convention Chair.  Contact Russ at (609) 
320-3957, email: russ.keil@comcast.net for specific details and responsibilities.  
 
Dedicated Library Volunteers  - The Library at the National Toy Train Museum in Strasburg, PA is a 
valuable resource for all members and others interested in the history of toy trains. Efficient operation of 
the library depends on member volunteers. At this time the Library urgently needs new volunteers to deal 
with the backlog of its many activities and projects.  

Among the many jobs carried out by volunteers are cataloging new acquisitions, organizing material in 
the collections, developing displays and processing sales material.  Most volunteers work in the library at 
least once a month. Hours are flexible. To volunteer please contact TCA Librarian, Jan Athey, at ref-
library@traincollectors.org or (717) 687-8624.  

Meet Reporter -  The editor is seeking members who attend local and regional train meets.  Articles 
should be between 100 to 200 words.  Content will be reviewed for appropriateness and edited to fit 
available space.  To submit an article, contact Bob Wittendorf at trainrunner@verizon.net 

DATE SHOW LOCATION 

4/11-12 Scale Show MD State Fairgrounds, 2200 York Rd., Timonium, MD 

4/12 Brick Train Show Brick Elk Lodge #2151, 2491 Hooper Ave., Brick, NJ 

4/23-25 Eastern Div. TCA York Fairgrounds, 334 Carlisle Ave., York, PA 

5/9 Lehigh Valley Show Merchants Sq. Mall, 1901 S. 12th St., Allentown, PA 

5/9 WB&A Chapter, TCA Annapolis Armory, 18 Willow St., Annapolis, MD 

5/17 Wayne Train Show Wayne P.A.L. Hall, Wayne, NJ 07470 

5/31 Brick Train Show Brick Elk Lodge #2151, 2491 Hooper Ave., Brick, NJ 

6/7 Hamburg Hamburg Fire Co. Field House, Pine St., Hamburg, PA 

6/20-21 Scale Show MD State Fairgrounds, 2200 York Rd., Timonium, MD 

6/20-28 TCA National Convention Doubletree Somerset Hotel, 200 Atrium Drive, Somerset, NJ 

7/11-12 Greenberg’s Monroeville Convention Center, 209 Mall Blvd., Monroeville, PA 

7/11-12 Wayne Train Show Wayne P.A. L. Hall, Wayne, NJ 07470 

7/26 Hamburg Hamburg Fire Co. Field House, Pine St., Hamburg, PA 

Winter at the National Toy Train Museum - Glenn Stinson 

It’s quiet now, the 
visitors are gone 
but the museum 
volunteers are 
busy with the 
winter projects. 
Painting display 
cases, creating 
new displays, 
completing the 
new Standard 
Gauge layout plus 

maintenance on all the other layouts, improving lighting and many more projects are scheduled 
for completion prior to the reopening in the spring. New displays will include Hafner trains as well 
as a fun display of unusual homemade trains.  
If you would like to volunteer to help at the museum this winter, please contact Tammy Hersh at 
thersh@traincollectors.org or (717) 687-8623 

Help Wanted (Immediate) 

Meet Schedule (continued) 
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   The Express is receiving classified ads from members and commercial ads from train related 
businesses.  A list of participating train shops will be available when completed. 

Members and Non-Members 

   Classified ads from members will include both wanted and for sale ads. Your ad will reach over 

1000 local collectors. Ads may be edited for length and content.  

   Non-Division members may place ads at the rate of $5.00 for 50 words or less and $0.10 for 
each additional word.  Classified ads are restricted to toy trains and related items.  Please use the 
TCA descriptive Standards.  Your ad will reach over 1000 TCA members in the Atlantic Division 

and many more throughout TCA due to our current exchange with other TCA Divisions. 

If you would like to run a classified ad in the next Atlantic Division Express, please send your ad 
copy by March 31st to Glenn K. Stinson at jstinson@sprynet.com or (610) 277-8397. 

 Commercial Advertising 

   Commercial ads will be free to businesses that will offer special discounts to Atlantic Division 
members.  For this service to the commercial interests, we ask for a guarantee of a 5% discount 

to any Atlantic Division member who identifies himself as responding to the advertisement. 

   The AD Express is published four times a year on an quarterly basis. Commercial ads must be 
provided to the editor, ’camera ready’ by the vendor:  Maximum 2-1/2 inch vertical by 5 inch 
horizontal.  Ads can be renewed annually.  For more information about the commercial ads.  

Contact Bob Wittendorf, (484) 478-2470 for details. 

Wanted: 
For restoration, Prewar Trains, ‘O” and Standard 
gauge any make or type classic or early period.  
Need 440 Signal Bridges and Flood Light towers, 
#92,  along with High Tension Towers #94, early 
or late colors.  Contact: Bob Robinson, 64-1098, 
at (610) 489-1462 

 Names of the Officers and Board of Directors 

 Upcoming events with directions 

 Division’s History—Where the TCA Began 

 Benefits of membership 

 Archive of previous issues of the Atlantic Division Express 

 A direct link to Information about the 2015 National Convention including the schedule of tours 
and events. 

 Pictures of the 2015 National Convention Cars 
Providing an email address for Division and National communications will save money.  Please 
consider this.  

Wanted: 
For running, MTH E6 Atlantic, PRR 460, No. 20-
3038-1 (Premier, Yr. 2000-1 catalog).  TCA Stand-
ard description apply. 
Contact: Bob Wittendorf, 05-58473 at  
trainrunner@verizon.net 

On the Division Web site, ADTCA.com, you can easily find information about: 

Chester Zmijewski—Editor-in-Chief 
 Managing Editor—Bob Wittendorf, trainrunner@verizon.net 
 Up-Coming Events—Win Becker, williamhbeckerinc@gmail.com 
 Classified Ads/National’s Library—Glenn Stinson, jstinson@sprynet.com,  
 News/Articles/Stories/Help—Bob Robinson, carolsfancy@earthlink.net 
 Contributor-at-large—Art Bink, artbink@verizon.net 

Classified and Commercial Ad Sections 

Newsletter contacts 


