
SUMMER 2013 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
You can always tell it is spring when York comes around in 
April. In addition to York the Atlantic Division has had its’ 
January and March Train Meets in Philadelphia. If you haven’t 
attended one recently, take advantage of the Free Meet Pass that 
you received with your AD membership card. 
 
The AD is still busy with the Traveling Layout. Recently we 
displayed it at Paul Fenn’s “Rails and Rods” show. A number of 
members attended to help out and all had a good time. We al-
ways welcome members to give us a hand. We are still in need 
of a Chairman for the Traveling Layout. As we have mentioned 
in the past it doesn’t require a lot of time. If you have any inter-
est at all but want to find out more about what is involved, con-
tact Terry Trickel 484 924 9177. 
 
By the time you read this the AD will have had the annual AD 
Members meeting and luncheon. This always is a good time and 
is the best place to learn what the AD Board of Directors has 
done trough out the year and for you to make suggestions or 
comments on some subject. Your suggestions are always wel-
come. I can’t guarantee that we will implement all suggestions 
but I can assure everyone that they will be discussed at a BOD 
meeting. 
 
We welcome a new Chairman of the AD Kid’s Club. Leon 
Duminiak has offered to head this important committee. Anyone 
wanting to give a hand should contact Leon 215-355-1647. 
Thanks Leon for taking this over. It is a critical part of keeping 
our hobby alive. 
 
You all are probably aware of the Fund Raiser items that the AD 
has been selling. They consist of the metal replica barns modeled 
after Ed Alexander’s barn where the TCA started in Yardley, PA 
and the series of Tastykake® cars. The first series sold out in 
three weeks. There are more to come. They are the only cars that 
are authorized by Tastykake®. We have more surprises to 
come. 
 
Each year the Atlantic Division runs an election. If you would 
like to run for a particular office contact Steve Stevens 215-752-
1490 
 
As I continue to mention, the AD BOD and the Convention 
Committee are in the final stages of preparing for the 60th Anni-
versary Convention of the TCA. We will celebrate the event in 
June of 2014 in Cherry Hill, N.J. Many great events are planned. 

We are at the point where now we need to start staffing the vari-
ous areas that will need help on a daily basis for that week. 
Please consider giving us a hand. We will be showing off the 
great area of Philadelphia and the surrounding area including 
Cape May, NJ and Longwood Gardens. We expect to have one 
of the largest attendances in recent years due to the number of 
train collectors in the area as well as the schedule of events that 
we have put together. I am looking forward to presenting our 
area to those that will come from out of town. The Convention 
Committee meets once a month. I can’t tell you how many hours 
we have spent on this endeavor but as it is coming together it 
looks like it will be a convention that people will remember for a 
long while. About seven years ago the AD was asked to have the 
60th, now it is a little over a year out. Give Terry Trickel 484 924 
9177 or Joe Fisher 215 659 3925 a call and let them know that 
you are interested in helping out when the time comes. We are 
making a list of names now. 
 
Remember, our area is “Where the TCA Began” 
 
Bob Lubonski 
President, Atlantic Division 
 

2014 CONVENTION REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The TCA 60th National Convention is less than a year away. 
Convention Chairmen are working hard to make sure that mem-
bers will have a great and memorable time. The convention 
board visited the Crown Plaza Hotel on May 2nd. We reviewed 
the trading pits and display area. Confirmed our food selections 
and meeting rooms. 
 
We have received our third Tastykake fund raiser car from 
Weaver. The “0” gauge Kandykake Car looks great.  Glenn 
Stinson is working with Weaver to have our “S” gauge 
Tastykake car and ”0” gauge Philly Pretzel  car ready by the 
2013 St Louis Convention. We have ordered additional shirts 
buttons and other items to sell in St. Louis. We still have a few 
Alexander barns  in stock.   
   
 National TCA will unveil the 2014 selection of National Con-



vention Cars at the St. Louis Convention. The cars will be avail-
able to order starting in June and last chance to order cars will be 
October 31st 2013.  Cars will be advertised in the September 
2013 Head Quarters News and on the TCA web site.  
 
Mike Ramsey selected our Tour Operator for our trips and Lay-
out tours. Mike is looking for volunteers to ride with the bus 
tours as guide and bus monitors. The tours are super and we have 
a full slate of Layout Tours both bus tours and self guided tours. 
 
Russ Keil has chosen a registration program to be used for the 
National conventions. This will replace the old out dated pro-
gram.  
 
 We have invited  manufacturers  to display their train related 
products. We have many surprises planned for our welcome 
party. In order to have a successful party we are seeking dona-
tions for our silent auction. Donated items can be trained related 
or even cash.  
 
We will need additional help as we get closer to June 2014 date. 
You can help by contacting our Atlantic Division Board mem-
bers or convention chair member. 
 
Terry Trickel and Joe Fisher 
 

OBSERVATION OBSERVATIONS 
By Art Bink 

 
Varney was one of the big names in early small scale model rail-
roading, like Mantua, Roundhouse, Ulrich, and Athearn.  Gordon 
Varney believed in innovation, and also in the power of advertis-
ing, especially by means of attractive boxtop graphics.  Back 
when Lionel was packing trains in plain orange and blue boxes, 
Varney was printing boxes emblazoned with beautiful color 
scenes and trains.   Photo #1 shows the box for my PA-8 Varney 

observation car as well as the car itself, from about 1946.  The 
PA-8 car, according to my 1941 Varney catalog is a full scale 
80’ streamline observation car.  It first appeared in 1939 and ran 
thru 1949.  While the boxtop graphic shows a set of cars with an 
EMD F3 diesel locomotive, this particular box and PA-8 car 
must have been made just post-WWII.  How do we know?  Be-
cause the REAL F3 locomotive (pictured on the boxtop) wasn't 
manufactured for the real railroads before 1945 (and made thru 
1949).  Varney replaced the PA-8 series long passenger cars in 
1950 with shorter streamlined cars, the enameled steel-sided S-8 
series.  The switch to shorter cars was done to allow them to go 
around a tighter radius track as found on most layouts of the day. 
One innovation of the old PA-8 series car involved the car sides, 

which were made completely out of clear acetate sheet.  The 
acetate full height car side ran the length of the car, bent around 
the rear of the car, and ran the full length of the other side of the 
car.  This resulted in a single 23” piece of acetate siding on an 
11” long car.  An innovative concept is where the acetate sheet is 
completely and opaquely printed with graphics (railroad paint 
colors, road names, etc.) EXCEPT for clear rectangular areas 
which became windows.  Lionel and the other manufacturers 
didn’t try this until years later, and then only on certain cars.  
Varney must have used the best grade acetate available at the 
time since it lasted almost 70 years without shrinking, warping, 
or cracking (unlike the windows in my vintage 600 series Lionel 
tinplate passenger cars).  The floor, roof, & ends of the Varney 
car in the kit are wood.  Trucks are a ‘good’ Zamak (as the pot 
metal was called in the 1941 Varney catalog), with brass wheels.  
This car was one of a series of 8 cataloged streamlined passenger 
cars available in 1941, but for use with a STEAM locomotive, 
not a diesel.  The kits were sold singly for $1.90 each, and you 
could buy the acetate sheets (sides) loose for 80 cents if you 
wanted a different road name.  A close-up of the innovative side 
structure of part of the early Varney PA-8 streamlined observa-
tion can be seen in Photo #2.  

 
The modern look of this toy belies its primitiveness, or antiquity 
of style.  Photo #2 shows the rudimentary crudeness of the 
“forward end” of this car, and how embryonic it looked in the 
1940s (not even a hint of vestibules).  Even tinplate car-ends 
were more advanced in this time period.  These HO “scale” cars 
still had a way to go to blossom into the marvelously detailed 
model passenger cars that are available today.  While Varney 
made plastic dummy couplers for their cars, many cars (such as 
this one) have “automatic” loop-type Mantua couplers.  It should 
be noted that this car sports “extra wide” couplers that were 
made for passenger cars to aid in coupling the ends of the long 
overhangs of these cars on curves.  
 
Gordon Varney started the company in 1936 and sold it in 1960.  
Gordon was known as the "Dean of HO Scale" and a "Pioneer of 
Model Railroading" because of his precision and reliable mecha-
nisms and also his other contributions to small scale model rail-
roading.  Gordon died in 1965.  
 

Photo 1 

Photo 2 



JANUARY THRU MAY ACTIVITIES 
 

THE TRAVELING LAYOUT 
 

The Traveling Layout visited  The Rods and Rails Show, 

SCENES FROM THE JANUARY MEET 
 
The display at the Meet  presented by ED Kapuscindki and Rich-
ard Heineman was HOUSES. These included metal Lionel as 
well as Plasticville. 

 
SCENES FROM THE MARCH MEET 

 
This display also presented by Ed and Dick consisted of Accesso-
ries. 

THE  ANNUAL MEMBER’S  MEET LUNCHEON 
 

The luncheon was held at The Westover Country Club on Sunday 
on Sunday  May 19th. It was the 43rd anniversary of the forma-
tion of the Atlantic Division. 
 
The meet was well attended and everyone seemed to have  a good 
time as the following pictures will  show. 



We also had a preview of the Convention Banner that was de-
signed and produced by  Russ  Keil. This banner shown below 
will be displayed at  this year’s convention . 

NBT RR (Nothing But Track)  

By Bill Erskine 
When my parents bought their first house in1952, my brother and 
I were allowed to have the trains set up year ‘round in the unfin-
ished, un-insulated attic.  It was great to run the trains in the 
spring and fall but not the rest of the year.  In the winter, we 
would have to put on our coats, run upstairs, and play until we 

shivered.  In the summer, it was much too hot to play up there 
except when there was a thunderstorm.  And to this day, when-
ever we get a thunderstorm, my brother and I always think back 
to those days in the attic. 

Like most everyone else, my trains were packed away and forgot-
ten until we bought our first house that I started my first perma-
nent layout.  But all I had was a 10x14 foot room, so I built a 
10x10 platform with an access hatch in the middle.  My track 
plan was three interconnected O27 ovals with a few short sidings.  
It had no scenery and since I could only run a portion of my 
trains at any one time, I spent most of my time taking trains in 
and out of the boxes as I ‘rotated’ my stock. 

When I retired in 2002 and moved into a new house with a large 
basement I finally had enough room so I could build a layout 
whereby I could run several trains at once.  I wanted a large oper-
ating freight yard where I could make up trains and an engine 
yard to store the engines.  I also wanted staging yards where I 
could store complete trains.  With these requirements I designed 
my layout using RR Track (from MTH) and I called it the “NBT-
RR (Nothing But Track Rail Road).  There are two 3-way 
switches, one 4-way, one double crossover, four 11° crossovers, 
one 45° crossover and about 60 other switches; hence the name, 
NBT.  I had made no plans at all for buildings or scenery; but, as 
I found out several times later, plans change.  In fact, one stretch 
of track was re-laid four times and my eight foot bridge sup-
ported by an 80 pound iron U-beam was rotated 22 degrees two 
years after its initial installation.  Things do change.  Even big 
things. 

Construction 

I wanted to build a layout that was really sturdy and where I 
could reach almost everywhere without climbing on top of it.  
Therefore, the initial design was somewhat in the shape of the 
letter “E” with most areas within a three to four-foot reach.  The 
vertical spine of the “E” is 31x8 feet and the prongs are 19, 19, 
and 13 feet long each and the bottom two are 7½ feet in width 
and the top one is but 3½ feet wide.  The track is 42 inches above 
the floor and sits on ½ inch of Homasote which is glued on top of 
a ¾ inch plywood base which rests on 2x4 joists on 24 inch cen-
ters that are supported by 2x10 inch engineered I-beams which 
have 4x6 inch legs made up of a sandwich of three 2x4s.  It is 
sturdy.  It is very sturdy.  It is not movable. 

The bottom level took nineteen sheets of plywood.  After laying 
the bottom level of track according to my initial design, I covered 
it with cardboard and traced out the second level track plan, 
roughly with a felt pen.  Then I cut away the cardboard around 
the outside of the track plan and cut the cardboard into smaller 
pieces, carefully numbering each one.  I marked out a 4x8 foot 
rectangle on the floor using masking tape and, by trial and error, 
determined how many sheets of plywood I would need for the 
second level by fitting in the cardboard pieces like a jigsaw puz-
zle in the 4x8 frame.  I drew a rough sketch of each ‘puzzle’ so I 
could re-create them.  I ended up using seven sheets of ½ inch 
plywood for the second level.  After I had glued the Homasote to 
the plywood, I traced the appropriate cardboard shapes on each 
one and cut them out with a saber saw.  The puzzle pieces were 
placed on the layout and screwed on top of 6¼ inch chunks of 
2x4s which were held in place with angle brackets.  The top level 
was built from left over scraps.  

The Birthday Cake 

The Gang 

The Banner 



Bridges 
My wife asked, “Where are the bridges?  All layouts have 

bridges.”  My plan did not have any bridges but I knew better than 
to argue that point.  So I decided to have a bunch of bridges where 
the bottom prong of the “E” joins the vertical spine.  I used MTH, 
single and double track bridges.  I had to extend the bridge on the 
top level to about eight feet since I had such a dense track plan 
below there was no place for any pylons.  For this bridge, I had to 
mount three MTH double track bridges on an 8 foot ¼ inch thick, 
3 inch wide iron U-beam.  To mount the bridges on the iron beam, 
I used Liquid Nails to fasten 6x1 inch aluminum struts on the 
beam which then fit into the recessed bottom of the bridges.  Two 
years later, after I rotated the bridge about 22 degrees I was able 
to put in 2x4 pylons in the appropriate places for cosmetic rea-
sons.  Why did I rotate this bridge?  Since I initially had to extend 
the top level bridge to eight feet to clear the track below, it left me 
very little room for the return loop of track and it looked pretty 
silly.  So two years later I decided to extend the bottom prong of 
the layout by two feet to allow me more room for a wider radius 
return loop.  I cut across the table two feet from the end and ‘slid’ 
it down two feet and rotated the bridge.  Doing this not only gave 
me more room for an O63 loop rather that an O42, it opened up 
some more real estate for an industry on the second level. 
 
Canyon 
Just when I thought I was done, my wife said, “Nice bridges, but 

where’s the water?  What are the bridges going over?”  So I went 

back to where the bridges were and chopped out the table beneath 
them.  Then I got carried away and chopped out a bit more of the 
bottom level on both sides of the three mainlines which forced me 

to splice about a million wires to add about two feet to each one 
as I had to relocate them directly under the tracks.  I bent some 
sheetrock to form the viaduct under the three adjacent mainlines 
and used cardboard to build viaducts under the single tracks.  The 
river bed sits four inches above the floor or three feet below the 
bottom level. 
 
Scenery and such 
 
I had never done scenery on my previous layouts. I am partially 
color blind and have no artistic talent but I still forged ahead.  No 
one will ever mistake any portion of my scenery for the real thing 
but I’ve had a lot of fun doing it.  I used dyed sawdust, wood 
shavings, Lionel grass, and Woodland Scenics turf for ground 
cover.  I later discovered Diamond Tex (dirt) sold at ACE Hard-
ware which has no ‘living’ matter in it.  I also used Green Moss 
(sold in A.C. Moore’s or Michael’s) to simulate ivy on my retain-
ing wall and when I got to the bottom of the bag, I discovered that 
the crumbling dust that remained makes good ground cover.  
  
I got lazy on my big mountain and decided to see what sheet moss

(from A.C. Moore) would look like.  I sprayed the surface with an 
adhesive and then ripped off sections of moss and plopped them 
down.  I sprinkled some green turf in between the moss and the 
result was quite pleasing. 
 
I grew my own trees from sedum plants in my front yard. I cut 
them back in the Fall and let them dry out in the garage over the 
Winter. 

2006 

2007 

2008 

2012 



In the spring, I went into the back yard and sprayed the tops 
green so any overspray just colored the grass.  (If the trees are a 
bit thin, I bind three or four trees together with masking tape.)  
Then, I painted the stems different shades of brown.  I sprayed 
the tops with an industrial strength adhesive (White Rain Hair 
spray which is the cheapest around, only $1.39 at Walmart) and 
sprinkled them different shades of Woodland Scenics green turf.  
Each year I would produce several hundred trees.  Year after 
year I add more trees to slowly build a dense forest.  I also used 
golden rod to add some variety. 
 
My brother (an HO modeler) sent me his rock molds and I bus-
ied myself churning out rocks for the canyon walls, mountain 
walls, and any scraps were duly saved, painted, and place else-
where on the layout. 
 
Buildings 
 
All my previous layouts were tinplate train on bare plywood 
with, at most, a few Plasticville buildings.  My construction 
skills can best be described as “measure with pencil, mark with 
chalk, cut with an ax.”  I started with a simple Berkshire valley 
kit of a track side shack.  A little paint, some weathering chalk, 
and it came out pretty good.  Then I then took a Bachman Plas-
ticville coal tower and painted the brown plastic a light grey, 
dusted it with some grimy chalk and mounted it in my engine 
yard.  Next I put together some Korber models and a Design 
Preservation kit.  I used two of the bigger Korber models (Grain 
Silo and Pete’s Pickle factory) to help block the view from one 
side of the layout to the other. Then I discovered Downtown 
Deco which makes beautiful kits and the selection was perfect 
for constructing a “seedy side” of town. 
 
I soon realized that I could go broke very quickly if I had to buy 
all my buildings.  So I bought a software package from Evans 
Design called Model Builder.  It gives you several pallets of 
brick, stone, wood, metal construction materials plus a full suite 
of windows, doors, etc.  You design your own buildings; print 
them out, paste them on foam board, and voilá, a building.  It is 
two dimensional and the building fronts looked very flat.  I 
searched the internet for store front photos and found store fronts 
of New York (http://www.flickr.com/photos/jimandkarlamurray/
sets/72157612285425548/) which gave me all I needed to add loads 
of realism to my buildings.  I ended up building several strip 
malls at different heights so store fronts would be visible from 
both sides of the layout. 
 
I purchased a home-made refinery on eBay made from Plastruct 
parts that used to reside on another layout.  However, there was 
no diagram or documentation and I just received a box of parts 
and partially assembled pieces.  I then found that there is a 
child’s toy called “Strawz” which has straws (pipes), elbows, 
and tee connections that are sort of compatible with the Plastruct 
ones and with a little imagination, some silver paint, loads of 
patience, and a steady hand, I had a refinery. 
 
Power and Control 
 
I had planned to use block control but never implemented it.  My 
layout has three mainlines on the bottom level and one each on 
the second and top level plus the yard.  One ZW runs the yard 

and freight line and another one runs the passenger line and both 
upper levels.  I had only planned to have two mainlines on the 
bottom level but I had room for another freight line in the middle 
of everything if I use O42 track.  I restrict the third mainline to 
Post War engines only and use a KW.  All the tracks are inter-
connected so any train can go on any track.  I later traded in my 
ZWs for MRC270s to protect the electronics in some of my en-
gines. 
 
All turnouts are Ross custom switches powered with Tortoise 
motors using DPDTs.  The other side of the DPDT controls the 
track power so only the clear path is powered and all sidings 
were powered off.’ 
 
Special Wiring 
 
The 11° crossovers caused problems with some of my engines.  
Some of the reverse units would drop into neutral or the engine 
would lose the TMCC signal.  I had to add power to some of the 
isolated rails for continuity and also add ground to others to pro-
vide ground for the TMCC signal.  This meant I had to add an-
other DPDT to switch these isolated rails from power to ground 
and vice versa depending on the train’s path.  The crossovers are 
always traversed in one direction except when crossing over 
from mainline to another.  When this happens the extra DPDTs 
are switched for the crossover and then immediately returned to 
their normal state.  Sounds complicated but it is not. 
When engines leave the engine yard they enter the freight 
mainline and can either remain on it or go into the freight yard 
via the yard turnout.  I wanted to use the same throttle for either 
case without having to madly switch from one to the other.  By 
using a DPDT I used the position of the yard turnout to direct 
either the mainline throttle or freight yard throttle to power the 
engine yard and the tracks between the two yards.  Likewise, 
when an engine leaves the freight yard via the left side turnout, it 
enters the freight mainline and it can either remain on it or 
switch to the crossover track leading to the passenger line.  The 
same technique using a DPDT was used here so I did not have to 
use the freight throttle at all if the engine was going from the 
freight yard to the passenger mainline.  It sounds more compli-
cated than it really is and it keeps me from grabbing the wrong 
throttle or using one throttle for only two tracks. 
 
Engine Yard 
 
The engine yard is a switch back design which enabled me to 
have eighteen separate tracks in a three by thirteen foot yard.  
The key turnouts are two of the original Ross 3-way switches.  
They usually require special wiring and relays but I did it an-
other way.  Tom Fuscaldo, a fellow train nut, took an old tele-
phone switchboard three way toggle switch and built an eight 
pole triple throw switch.  These turnouts had to switch several 
rails between ground, neutral, and power depending upon the 
position.  In addition to the special toggle switch I had to coat 
one side of two of the points with clear nail polish  to insulate 
them.  This prevented a temporary short since the power would 
switch in a rail before the rail had a chance to move. 

All switchback feeder tracks are powered whenever the yard 
entrance track has power.  The individual yard sidings have 
power only if the turnouts are such that the track is in alignment 
with a feeder track. 



Freight Yard 

The freight yard begins with a Ross 4-way switch and a bunch of 
regular switches and fans out to sixteen tracks.  Each yard track 
has a Gargrave uncoupling track about ten inches from the turn-
out.  Rather than have sixteen DPDTs to handle everything, I 
used only eight and had each one control two turnouts which di-
vides the yard into and upper (tracks 9-16) and lower (tracks 1-8) 
yard.  These DPDTs are lined up in one row on my control panel.  
Above this row is a row of eight momentary center-off SPDTs to 
work the uncoupling tracks. 

I Like Lights 

I bought a gross of grain-of- wheat bulbs because I thought they 
might come in handy.  I wired them to the electronic switches of 
the tortoise motors and put one on the bumper of the yard track 
and also on my control panel.  This way, when I threw the DPDT 
switch the corresponding lights would go on after the turnout had 
moved and told me which train now would get power when I 
turned on the throttle. 

Since the staging yards are not visible when I am seated at the 
control panel, I installed two security cameras in the ceiling 
aimed at the exits of the freight and passenger sidings.  I also put 
one of my grain-of- wheat bulbs about six inches from the exit of 
each siding.  When the exit turnout is aligned with the siding, the 
bulb lights up showing me not only which siding has power but 
also where to stop the engine when I park the train in the siding.  
Before I installed the cameras, I had installed occupancy lights on 
my control panel and used an insulated outside rail to trigger in 
each siding to trigger the bulb. 

I installed a set of MTH traffic lights at the one intersection in the 
village.  I also installed home-made street lights (by Tom Fus-
caldo) around the village and the downtown.  Finally, some of the 
buildings in the village have lights. 

 
DO YOU STILL PLAY WITH TRAINS? 

 
If you still get excited about trains the way you did a few years 
back when you got that first train set then consider sharing that 
joy with a new generation. The Atlantic Division’s Kid’s Club is 
looking for members who are still young at heart to help us cap-
ture the imaginations of the next generation of toy train lovers. 
We are looking for folks who would like to help us with our 
traveling layout and other Kid’s Club activities. If you’d like to 
learn more about the Kid’s Club, contact Leon Duminiak at 215-
355-1647 or lduminiak@verizon.net. 
 
 

THE LATEST 2014 CONVENTION UPDATE 
By Russ Keil 

 
The convention committee and its various sub-committees, have 
been meeting monthly for more than a year. Collectively, after 
thousands of hours of work we are now in the process of finaliz-
ing the remaining details necessary for the convention to be both 
successful and profitable. We have finished the plans for the 
National Board of Directors Dinner and will complete the plan 

for the Welcoming Party, ‘A Taste of Philadelphia’, at our next 
meeting in early June. 
 
Our convention will be officially 
launched during the 59th annual TCA 
convention, hosted by the Ozark Divi-
sion in St. Louis, during the last week of 
June. We will have a store there and will 
be selling our fund raising items (shirts, 
barns, cars, patches, etc.) as well as dis-
tributing literature about the Philadel-
phia/South Jersey region and our planned tours. 
 
Print advertising will start with the Fall issue of the National 
Headquarters News, with a full color centerfold featuring the 
2014 national convention cars. Advertising will continue with 
each issue of the Train Collectors Quarterly and the National 
Headquarters News through May, 2014. 
 
Volunteers Needed 
 
We are actively seeking volunteers to help out at the convention. 
In addition to the members of the convention committee and the 
board of directors, we will need an additional 50 to 60 members 
to help us run the convention. These positions cover the gamut 
from helping at the registration desk to riding on the tour buses 
with our out-of-town guests. If you would like to volunteer, 
please contact either Joe Fisher (215-659-3925, Fish-
er70@verizon.net) or Terry Trickel (484-680-3445, northern-
finds@yahoo.com). 
 
Fund Raising Cars 
 
Glenn Stinson is doing a great job with our cars, our largest fund 
raising source. We recently released the 3rd in the series of ‘O’ 
gauge Tastykake box cars. This car is made and decorated by 
Weaver Models and wears the TastyKake logo and the delicious 
Kandy Kake. This car, as the two before it, is selling quickly, so 
place your order today. See our web site (www.ADTCA.com) to 
download the order form. 

 
In the coming weeks, we will release an ‘S’ gauge American 
Flyer TastyKake boxcar, featuring a crème-filled Chocolate Cup-

cake. Like the cars already produced, quantities of this car will be 



In the coming weeks, we will release an ‘S’ gauge American 
Flyer TastyKake boxcar, featuring a crème-filled Chocolate Cup-
cake. Like the cars already produced, quantities of this car will be 
very limited. As soon as the pre-production sample is approved, 
our web site will be updated with pictures of the car and an order 
form. Once released, you should order this car immediately to 
assure you get yours, as we have more ‘S’ collectors in the Atlan-
tic Division than we have cars available. 
 
Soon after release of the American Flyer car, we will issue a 
Lionel Philly Pretzel Factory boxcar in ‘O’ gauge. Philly Pretzel 
Factory is the world’s largest Philly-style pretzel bakery, with 
over 100 franchised locations - and growing. They are also one of 
our sponsors for the 2014 convention. The graphics that will be 
used on this car are confidential until the release date. 
 
In addition to the above cars, Glenn already has plans for future 
cars on the drawing board. Check our web site often for updates. 
 
Shirts, Patches & Buttons 
 
Our long sleeve, Cypress Denim shirt was recently delivered. 
These soft, 100% cotton shirts are both attractive and comfortable 
to wear. Our convention logo is embroidered on the right size 

with a pocket on the left. These are available in L, XL, 2X and 
3X only. 
 
Convention Golf Shirts are still available. These are 100% cotton 
and, made in the USA. Sizes are S, M, L, XL, 2X and 3X. These 
shirts run a little small, so order the next larger size to assure 
proper fit. They are available only in light gray. 
 
See the web site (www.ADTCA.com) for more information and 
order forms for both shirts. 

 
Embroidered convention patches, featuring the logo shown at the 

beginning of this update, were delivered on May 20. Patches are 
priced at $5.00 each and can be ordered using the order form on 
the web site. Buttons were delivered the week of May 13. The 
buttons are free. You can pick up one at any of our train meets. 
 
Donations Needed 
 
The convention committee is seeking donations of model trains 
and related items for the silent auction, which will be held during 
the welcoming party, and the live auction at the banquet. Ted 
Maurer will be the auctioneer at the live auction. Contact Bob 
Lubonski (609-265-0808, sas@scientificapparatus.com) if you 
would like to donate any items for these auctions. The proceeds 
will help the Atlantic Division to offset the costs of the conven-
tion. 

 
We have planned a convention that Atlantic Division members 
will be proud of. This is our opportunity to show off our home 
town to the rest of the TCA. We hope to have a great turnout 
from our division members as well as members from other divi-
sions and chapters of the TCA. 
 
 

ATLANTIC DIVISION EXPRESS 
 

The Atlantic Division Express is published four times a year. The 
editorial staff is actively seeking new articles for publication. 
Anyone having material that they would like published should 
submit  it to the Editorial Office. The articles need not be gram-
matically correct. We will put them into the proper format. We 
need your material and will accept Want Ads and For Sale items 
from individual members. 
 
Chester Zmijewski, Editor in Chief , Bob Wittendorf, and Art 
Bink, Associate Editors cmzmijewski@comcast.net 
 Editorial Office 
1119 Yardley Rd., Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

The Cypress Denim Shirt 

The Convention Golf Shirt 


