
 
SPRING 2013 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Happy New Year to all Atlantic Division and TCA members. As 
we start a new year there are a number of items and events on the 
AD calendar. 
 
As always we still have our 4 AD Train Meets. Don’t forget to 
use your Free Pass at one meet. In May we will have our AD 
Membership Meeting/Luncheon. This meeting is worthwhile 
attending. Find out what the AD Board of Directors is planning 
as well as to have an opportunity to make suggestions to the 
board in person. 
 
Another annual event is the AD Election. Each year part of the 
BOD must be re-elected. In some cases new members must be 
elected since there are term limits to the various positions. The 
best way to have your ideas heard is to run for office. The BOD 
meets 6 times per year as well as other activities that keep the 
division running. We welcome new members to the board to get 
some new and fresh ideas to keep the Atlantic Division strong 
and active. 
 
The AD is still looking for a member to take over the function of 
managing the Traveling Layout. You don’t need to be a member 
of the board for this position. The layout goes to special events as 
well as to the AD Train Meets. We just returned from the Green-
burg Show where we had a great deal of interest in our layout. 
Help us spread the word of train collecting/operating and the 
TCA through the use of our layout. 
 
Another position that we have a need to fill still is the AD Kid’s 
Club. If you enjoy working with young people and want to help 
generate an interest in trains, this is the position for you. As with 
the Traveling Layout, you don’t need to be a member of the BOD 
to participate. Getting young people involved with trains will 
help to preserve our hobby and love of trains. Give it some 
thought. 
 
2013 means one more thing to the Atlantic Division. We are only 
about 16 months away from the 2014 TCA Convention. If you 
haven’t heard about it the AD is hosting it in Cherry Hill, NJ. 
Behind the scenes a great deal of work has been taking place by 
the Convention Committee. The committee meets monthly and 
will continue to do so until the convention is over. Yes, it is a lot 
of work and time but we have some great events planned and I 
am sure that when it is over the Atlantic Division will be able to 
say that it presented a great convention and a wonderful time for 
all that attend. We can’t have too much help for this event. So if 
you have an interest, give us a hand with it. 

Anyone interested in any of the above activities should contact 
any of the Board of Directors Members. 
 
Also, don’t forget the National TCA Fund Drives. The organiza-
tion is there for your benefit. Let’s keep it running smoothly. 
 
Thanks 
Bob Lubonski 
Atlantic Division President 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2014 TCA CONVENTION UPDATE 

 
The 2014 National Convention is only sixteen months away. By 
the time you read this, our Tastykake fund raising cars will be 
sold out!  Convention Car Chairman, Glenn Stinson, was able to 
have our Tastykake box cars delivered just in time for the Holi-
day season.  The first two issued box cars had a Chocolate Cup-
cake on one and a vintage Tastykake logo and an old time deliv-
ery truck on the other car.  These cars lasted just a few short 
weeks. Glenn will now purchase additional cars for our future 
Tastykake cars and our banquet car. If you are interested in pur-
chasing future car orders, please call or email Rick McKenny, 
484-702-7124, jrickmck@aol.com. 
 
We have a few more Ed Alexander Barns in stock.  The barns are 
limited and are going fast. They sell for only $125.00.  Order 
form is located in our Atlantic Division web site www.adtca.com.   
Our convention shirts are also available for purchase. Order form 
for the shirts is on our web site and will be available at our Atlan-
tic Division meets. Be sure to request your shirt size.  
       
Mike Ramsey, Our Tour Chairman met with his group back in 
December, and reported that the Layout tours must meet certain 
criteria. Each Layout that we have now will be visited for compli-
ance.  We are still looking for layouts for tours and self guided 
tours. We are lacking layout candidates from Central and South 
Jersey. We are now starting to assign tour guides, monitors for 



waiting rooms. We will need additional people to help in this 
area.  IF you are interested to help on these tours they must be 
knowledgeable and familiar with our tours. Please contact Mike 
Ramsey 610-337-2465, mdramsey@comcast.net for his next 
meeting.                                                                      
 
The Convention Board is in desperate need for a Kids Club Chair 
Person. We have a division membership of over 1,000 persons 
and we need just one person to step up and give us a helping 
hand.  This is an easy position and little work is needed. If you are 
interested, please contact us.  
 
The convention committee is now working on the final schedule 
for the week of the Convention.  The various Convention Chair 
people will start filling their staffing needs. Those who offered to 
help will be contacted. We need an estimated 80 people to staff 
the convention during the week. Please let us know if you are 
available to help.  
 
The convention committee meets once a month.  The committee 
meets on the first Thursday of the Month.  If you are interested in 
helping before or during the convention, please contact us.  
  
Convention Co Chairs,  
Joseph Fisher, fisher70@verizon.net  215-659-3925   
Terry L. Trickel,  northernfinds@yahoo.com, 484-924-9177 
 

THE NOVEMBER MEET 
 

As usual the November Meet was well attended. The display fea-
tured Red and Green Passenger cars from the collection of  Dick 
Heineman and Ed Kapuscinski.. Part of this display is shown  in 
Photo  1. 
 
A portion of their display was devoted to an anticipation of the 
coming Christmas Season and could be considered as a portion of 
a Christmas layout. A close-up of this scene is shown in Photo 2. 

We were fortunate to have a visit from George Ether a Reading 
RR Conductor from 1950  -  1989. He came to the Meet formally 
dressed in his Conductor's uniform. He was glad to pose for us 
and his picture is shown in Photo 3. 

One of the highlights of the November Meet is what we call our 

Annual Event. This year it con-
sisted of finding a winner of the 
Lionel model of the Pennsyl-
vania M1. 

Photo 4 shows Cyune Hunt pulling the winning ticket.  It be-
longed to:  Maria Sucharski of Philadelphia, PA She is the wife of 
Robert Z. Sucharski 79-13331 of Orthodox St. Philadelphia,  PA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

She is shown along with her husband in photo 5. There is an inter-
esting twist to this event. The story is Bob returned the ticket that 
was sent to him and Maria bought one at the meet. Maria’s was 
the winner. The question is “Whose engine is it? 

Photo 1 

Photo 2 

Photo 3 

Photo 4 

Photo 5 



BORN FREE 
By Art Bink 

 
We’ve all heard the term, ‘born free’, and this could apply to the 
wooden trainset discussed here, since this set could roam free of 
the “ties that bind” (i.e. railroad rails), since it has no wheels!  No 
restraints like tracks to point it in only one direction! 
 
Okay, what is this wheel-less thing?  Here’s where I’m going to 
ask the help of the Atlantic Division membership, mainly the 
‘senior’ train collectors.  During World War II Dad brought home 
a trainset like the one in the photos.  I wanted to record this train’s 
‘architecture’ before I forgot it.  As close as I can remember  the 
original is about the size of this wooden model that I recently 
made to portray it.  Each car is a little over 4" long, a bit under 1" 
high, and 3/4" wide.  I remember asking Dad if he could buy extra 
cars for it, since it was such a short set.  Coupling was by a simple 

“dowel-&-hole” set-up.  As a kid I played for hours with this 3-
car set that looked like it was made from the handle of a hockey 
stick.  I don’t know why it intrigued me so, but I really liked it... 
easy to couple, etc.  Being a floor train, you pushed it around.  I 
remember that it could not be pushed on my mother’s new ‘dusty 
rose’ wall-to-wall carpet, as it would bind, come apart, etc.  How-
ever, it was easily pushed on the kitchen floor linoleum or the 
hardwood floors upstairs, the tile on the bathroom floor, or any 
other smooth, hard surface.  The shiny streamliner was a refresh-
ing contrast to the dull army drab and camouflage of my WWII 
cardboard tanks and toys, and my imagination could turn this 
thing into a real Pioneer Zephyr!  

 
The train was really crude, and all graphic details were rubber-
stamped on its silver painted surfaces.   I don’t remember exactly 
what the graphics looked like, but they were similar to what I’ve 
put on the cars.  I do know that care was NOT taken to apply the 
rubber stamping straight, as I remember one car having its win-
dows running on a slant; I asked Dad if he could correct it, and he 
said no.  Do any of you who were alive during WWII remember 
such a train?  I have no idea where my parents got it, but it WAS 
a manufactured item, as neighborhood kids had them too.  We 

kids would get together and take the middle car out of each con-
sist and add them to one train to make a longer one.  The set 
couldn’t have cost more than 25 cents at the time, if that.  Perhaps 
one of our members has seen such a train at a meet (not that you’d 
want a primitive model like this).  I’d like to hear from anyone 
who's seen or had one of these trainsets, for further information 
about it  (Mfg?).  I haven't seen another one of these in the 70 odd 
years since I owned this one..     

 
I know nothing of its demise but Mom probably figured it was a 
throw-away, especially after it got beat up from hours of playing 
with it.  The dog enjoyed chewing on it too.   It must have looked 
like a beat up old wooden doorstop in its last days.  I did like this 
diminutive little train and had much fun with it. 
 

DECEMBER ACTIVITIES 
 

The end of the year included many special activities for the Divi-
sion. First of all early in the month Terry Trickel and his crew 
took our travelling layout to the Greenberg Train Show at The 

Valley Forge Convention Center. The entire basement level below 
the Casino was devoted to the show. Fortunately , the space we 
were given was right near the entrance to the show. 
 
The pictures shown were taken a few minutes after the show 
opened and before the crowds arrived. As you can see from the 
second picture that we displayed our 14th National Convention   
items including Ed Alexander’s Barn and the two Tasty Cake 
Convention Cars, 



 
We were invited to participate in the “Just Kids After School 
Program” at The Mark Newbie Elementary School in Collings-
wood, NJ. This Program is directed by Luz Ramos, Supervisor 
and Lizette Melendez, Assistant. The program is intended to ex-
pose young kids to all sorts of outside activities. Our request was 
to give them a brief taste of the wonderful hobby of electric 
trains. 
 
Participating were: Alan Craig, Richard Zipin (The Engineer), Al 
Tuttle and Terry Trickel. Your editor came along to take the pic-
tures that follow. 

Interestingly, there are 5 boys and 7 girls. Good thing that we had 
a Girl’s Train Set. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
At-

lantic 
Division Express 

The Atlantic Division Express is published four times 
a year.  The editorial staff is actively seeking new articles for 
publication. Anyone having material that they would like pub-
lished should submit  it to the Editorial Office.@  1119 Yardley 
Rd, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 
Chester M. Zmijewski, Editor in Chief, Art Bink and Bob Wit-
tendorf, Associate Editors 

Miss Ramos on the left and Miss Melendes 

The students listening intently to a lecture on trains both Model 
and Real 

Our Engineer Explained the difference between Steam, Diesel 
and Electrical  power used on real trains 

Al Tuttle Describes the Girl’s Set 

Catalogs for all! 


