
SUMMER 2012 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 As we move toward spring the Atlantic Division’s  January and 
March Train Meets are over. Both had a great turnout. We can 
always find room for more members and their guests, so plan on 
attending in September. 
 
As spring approaches the Garden Railroads will be in action and 
so will the Atlantic Division Traveling Layout. Since it has been 
rewired many more operating accessories have been added. Do 
you remember the first time that you saw a little gateman pop 
from the door of a little shack, heard a train whistle or saw a 
smoking engine whiz past or perhaps see a mail bag fly from a 
baggage car? It happens all of the time when this small layout is 
displayed. I think the most enjoyable showing was at the 
Shriner’s Hospital for Children last November. There you had an 
entire lobby of kids with major afflictions. But, you couldn’t 
prove it by the excitement they showed watching the trains go by 
and pushing the buttons that made beacons light and turn, the 
little guy in the 145 Gate House step out and the rest of the ac-
tion. I have to hand it to those kids, they looked like they were 
handling their problems better that a lot of us would. Where am I 
going with this? We are still looking for someone to take over 
managing the Traveling Layout. Terry Trickel does a wonderful 
job taking care of this function but must devote more and more 
time to the 2014 Convention. It isn’t a major undertaking. Plenty 
of help is available for these outings. Anyone interested should 
call Terry. He can explain what is needed. 
 
Speaking of Conventions, it won’t be long before the 2012 Con-
vention in Atlanta takes place and then one more year before the 
AD plays host in 2014. A great deal of time is going into it to 
make it a memorable one. We are still in need of help at this 
point to make the 2014 Convention the best one could hope for. 
We will be starting to sell our fund raiser items shortly that range 
from very nice shirts to an assortment of very unique rail cars and 
a truly interesting structure for display or your layout. 
 
National TCA has made it easier for someone interested in join-
ing the TCA to become a member. As you are probably aware 
that a vote was taken that eliminated the need for two signatures 
to join TCA. So lets try to get some new members aboard and 
keep up our pastime of collecting and operating trains. We have 
said in the past that the new collector is an operator. You don’t 
need shelves full of trains to be a collector. Bring a friend to one 
of our Train Meets and hope that the enjoyment rubs off. 
 
Don’t forget, The Atlantic Division belongs to its’ members. If 

you have a suggestion, complaint or just want to find out about 
something in particular, let us know. We are here for you. The 
best thing to do though is to get involved. It doesn’t require as 
much time as you might think. 
 
Thanks 
Bob Lubonski 
 
 
 

 

 

 

FULL STEAM AHEAD 
 

The 2014 convention planning is now running full 
steam ahead. We are now in the final process of sign-
ing contracts, ordering our fund raiser items, finalizing 
tour plans, and working on the public display area.  
 
     The Atlantic Division must raise funds to pay for 
some of the expenses that will be incurred at the Con-
vention. We are looking to raise about $20,000. To 
kick off our fund raising we will be offering a tin lith-
ograph building of the Ed Alexander Stone Barn. Oth-
er items that we will be selling are a Lionel City 
Lights Box Car, T-shirts with our Convention Logos 
and other related souvenirs.  These will be available 
soon. We will have a Silent auction at our welcome 
party and live auction at the banquet. In order to make 
our auctions a great success we need some great auc-
tion items. Already we received an American Flyers 
set donated by Joseph Wanger and a Weaver Crusader 
Train Set donated by William McKay. It is important 
that we get your support to donate and purchase items 
offered by the Atlantic Division.  
 
Glenn Stinson our Convention Car Chairman submit-
ted to National our selection of Convention cars. We  



NEW SIGN FOR THE ATLANTIC DIVISION 
TRAVELING LAYOUT 

 
The Atlantic Division Traveling Layout will have a 
new look. Russ Kiel and Bob Lubonski have created 
a new sign with the TCA and The Atlantic Division 
Logos. The sign will be lighted.  While the sign was 
being created, we added another accessory to the 

Layout. This is a lighted billboard sign which will 
have the same image of our sign. Be sure to stop by 
our layout at our September meet and check it out. 
 
 The traveling layout made a trip to the Rods and Rail 
Show in Bensalem, Pa. The event sponsored by Paul 
Fenn and proceeds of the show going to the Ronald 
Mc Donald’s House. The show gets bigger and bigger 
every year. Well attended with over 140 cars showing 
up. There was music, fun activities and number of 
layouts to see. Prizes were given out for the various 
car classes. The Atlantic Division was presented with 
a Certificate from Paul Fenn. This show is an annual 
event. We hope that you can attend next year.  Bring 
you classic car and join the fun. Great Job Paul! 
 
   The traveling Layout is looking for a few people to 
help out. We are looking for someone to help 
transport the layout from storage to our events. To 
help out please contact any board member or myself 
 
Terry L.Trickel   

northernfinds@yahoo.com    

SCENES FROM THE MARCH MEET 

are working with the National Car Chairman Jim Mar-
ski and Lionel. Jim will present our selection to the 
National Board at the Atlanta Convention in June. One 
of our cars submitted to Jim Marski was a Philly Pret-
zel car which he rejected. We persuaded him in mak-
ing sure that this car will be part of our car selection. 
In our next newsletter, we will have the list of cars 
winning approval of the National Board. 
 
Tour Chairman Mike Ramsey is in crossing the T’s 
and dotting the I’s for the River cruise contract. Bus 
contracts and the rest of the tours are to be completed 
later this summer. We have a fantastic slate of trips 
and layout tours.   
 
Dannie Martin, National Convention Chairman re-
quested that the convention cities should be advertised 
to encourage our members to spend vacation time in 
the host cities. We will be making a booklet for things 
to do in the Philadelphia area and show the members 
that it will be a great vacation getaway. We will try to 
have this together for our next meet or by October 
York.  
 
We are working on our public displays and seeking 
help from members to provide display items for the 
display cases that we will have.  Within the Atlantic 
Division borders are a number of toy train related 
manufacturers. We are looking for samples of these 
manufacturer’s materials for one of our display cases. 
This will be a fantastic addition for the public display. 
If you have  any unusual or rare collection that you 
would like to lend, please contact our Display Chair-
man Al Tuttle. We have much to do and are now call-
ing upon the members for your help. In the mean time, 
please send in your donated items for the auctions and 
purchase our shirts to help advertise the 2014 Conven-
tion. Be sure to order you Ed Alexander Barn for your 
collection today. 
 
Thanks 
Terry L.Trickel Co-Chairman 



 

ATLANTIC DIVISION’S SECOND ANNUAL 
BIRTHDAY PARTY AND MEMBER’S DINNER 

MEETING 
 

This event was held on May 20th at the Westover Country Club.  
The celebration included a  birthday cake, a delicious dinner, a 
silent auction and the presentation of an award. 

Attendees awaiting Main Course 

Items for the Silent Auction 

Member Paul Fenn receiving an Award  from President Lubonski 

Paul Fenn received the award for organizing the Rods and Rails 
Show, a combination of Hot Rod cars and trains. The award 
consisted of a B&O 9110 Hopper Car that was originally in the 
collection of the late Joe Steele. He had been fascinated with 
these cars and had nearly 400 in his collection.. In his memory, 



his wife, Bettie and family gave 350 of Joe’s hoppers to the 
TCA. Each Division received 10 of these cars to be given to 
members as an award for fostering the collecting of toy trains. 
 

THE UPSIDE-DOWN RAILROAD 
By Art Bink 

There I was, a seven year old kid holding onto Dad's hand, and 
standing under a track layout that was upside-down on the ceil-
ing. Outside it was snowing lightly, but inside it was warm, 
comfortable, and a bit out of the ordinary. The date? According 
to my diary it was Saturday, December 6, 1941. The place? The 
Hall of the Sun (also known as the Copernicus Room) of the 
Hayden Planetarium of the American Museum of Natural Histo-
ry at 81st St. and 8th Avenue, across the street from Central 
Park in Manhattan. I asked my father what kind of trains those 
were up on the ceiling, and why they were upside-down. Dad 
explained that they were 'planets'. I said I thought planets were 
outside up in the sky. Dad said, these were just models of plan-
ets running around on train tracks. At age seven I hadn't yet 
grasped the full magnitude of what I was looking at, but boy did 
I love trains! 
How did we get here? By train, of course. Mom, Dad, my sister-
Genie, and I boarded a local Central Railroad of New Jersey 
local train in Westfield, NJ. Six metal coaches were pulled by a 
4-6-0 camelback steamer built sometime around 1900. The train 
trip ended an all-too-short 20 miles later at the Communipaw 
Terminal complex in Jersey City. We walked past the snapping 
and crackling boiler of the camelback which was radiating out 
so much heat that it seemed like it was ready to explode. The 
engineer rested his elbows on the window sill of the locomotive 
cab, ignoring the panting of the beast at his back, and watched 
the recently discharged passengers walk past his throbbing loco-
motive. Going through the great old French Renaissance style 
end-of-the-line terminal building we boarded the eastbound CNJ 
ferryboat "SOMERVILLE' to cross the Hudson River to New 
York City. Next, after a 15 minute ride north on the 8th Avenue 
subway we arrived at the underground subway station that was 
connected to the museum; we didn't even have to go outside. 
Tiles embedded in the subway station walls contained dinosaurs, 
whales, and other things pertaining to natural history. This visu-
ally heightened the excitement of entering the huge 5 story, 4 
block x 4 block wide building that was the stage for the recent 
movie, A NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM. 
Now, what WERE these trains doing running upside-down on 
the ceiling? Collectively they were animated models of the plan-
ets and moons of our solar system running on 6 individual con-
centric circular tracks, the largest circle (outermost track) being 
40' in diameter. Six of the eight planets, electrically powered, 
ran on these tracks, moving at their correct relative speeds. They 
rotated on their axes like the real planets and their moons circu-
lated around their respective planets also at correct relative 
speeds. The sun was a big orange spherical globe at the center, 
and it cast the proper day/night shadows on the planets. You 
could see the phases of the moon, eclipses, seasons (due to the 
tilt of the planets), etc. The train tracks were somewhat wider 
than standard gauge. Each individual electric "box-cab loco" 
contained its own motor, gear system, and planets with moons 
on wire arms. In photo #1 we see an overview of the whole op-
eration. Photo #2 shows a close-up of one unit propelling its 
planet and moons. Notice that the printing on the side of the 

'box' says MARS, not MARX. You can see the outboard wheel 
flanges (opposite of the inboard flanges of toy train wheels) and 
the gear rack on the inside rail. Before each planetarium show 
upstairs in the dome (where the Zeiss projector projected stars 
on the interior ceiling of the dome), visitors were directed to this 
Hall of the Sun where a short talk was given and the 'upside-
down railroad' explained. This was all torn down in 2000 to 
make room for the new Rose Center, which replaced the original 
art deco Hayden Planetarium building. 
It is interesting to note a connection between things celestial and 
ethereal, and railroad trains. How about the Blue Comet, Comet 
Faye, Comet Tempel, Comet Westphal, Comet Barnard, Comet 
Olbers, NH Comet, Meteor, Silver Meteor, Silver Dawn, Silver 
Comet, Silver Star, Denver Zephyr (the west wind), Nebraska 
Zephyr, California Zephyr, Mark Twain Zephyr, Pioneer Zephyr, 
Twin Cities Zephyr, General Pershing Zephyr, Silver Streak 
Zephyr, Illinois Zephyr, Mercury, Fireball, Santa Fe Aeolus (God 
of the winds), Seaboard Air Line, Desert Wind, South Wind, 
Alaskan Denali Star, Lehigh Valley Star, Silver Star, Mopac Star, 
GN Western Star, Flying Yankee, Boardwalk Flyer, East Coast 
Flyer, Katy Flyer, Green Mountain Flyer, Scranton Flyer, Coast 
Starlight, Gulf Wind, Aerotrain, and many more. By using aerial 
connotations, it seems that the railroads, were suggesting associa-
tive implications with something magnificent, wondrous, speedy, 
and even a little mysterious. Now, be sure to catch my next arti-
cle about a train that runs all over the WALLS! (just kidding!). 

Photo #1 

Photo #2 



Editor’s Note 
 
During the early part of this year , there was a great deal of dis-
cussion on the TTML about the so-called “Flying Shoe” coil cou-
plers and the, “Sliding Shoe” coil couplers. The most knowledge-
able commentator seemed to be Dan Eskeldson, TCA member: 
98-47723 from Portland, OR. Therefore, I asked him to write an 
article for The Express. He kindly submitted the following story. 
CMZ 
 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A 
“FLYING SHOE” AND A “SLIDING SHOE 

COUPLER” 
By Dan Eskeldson 

 
Before mid 1948, Lionel used copper coils in their automatic 
couplers. In prewar versions, the coil is hardly visible, but from 
1945 to mid 1948, that coil is obvious and couplers of that era are 
often referred to as coil couplers.  A facsimile of the Lionel ad-
vertisement touting this new line of Coil Couplers is shown be-
low. 

 
Coil couplers come in two flavors, the earlier Flying Shoe cou-
plers, shown in Figure 1, on the left  and the later Slide Shoe cou-
plers on the right.  
 
The reason for the “Flying Shoe” nickname is that because of 
their construction, they tended to fly off when travelling through 
switches and sometimes cross-overs. “Flying Shoe” couplers 
don’t need much reason to fall apart. Besides the shoe being 
ripped from the fiberboard, fiberboards broke, and the heads fre-

quently fell off. It is somewhat unusual to come across an origi-
nal set with all flying shoe couplers intact and original. 

“Flying Shoe” couplers were not only used for the 1945 463W 
set, shown in Figure 2**; but also for early 1946 production. 
From what I’ve read, Lionel fired up their factories in October of 
1945, and they sold the 463W set shown in Figure 2**, through 
December. Add a couple of months in 1946 and the end result is 
that “Flying Shoe” couplers were only used for maybe three to 
six months. In that short time span there was an incredible 
amount of change. There were different types of wheels, axels 
and coupler heads fiberboards, both black and brown. The parts 
used on the 1945 set are varied but are very specific to that set. 
Every part that I can think of except whirly wheels and spliced 
coupler heads survived the 1945 production run, and left over 
elements made it into early 1946 production. Beyond that, brown 
fiberboards and thin axles are 1946 production, and weren’t na-
tive in the 463W, unless they were used in repairs. (At least in 
my opinion) Collectors put a premium on those sets consisting 
only of whirly wheels, but the middle production sets have the 
widest variety of parts, indicating the heroic effort Lionel went 
through to gear up their factories and mass market a set in time 
for Christmas after WW II. 
 
The 1946 sets that are frequently found with “ Flying Shoe” cou-
plers are ones headed by the modified versions of the prewar en-
gines, specifically the 224, & 1666, with the addition of the blue 
2430/31series Pullmans headed by a grey 221. All tin Pullmans 
in 1946 had “Flying Shoe” trucks. Swapping into magnetic cou-
plers in mid-1948 isn’t technically correct. In 1948 Lionel con-
verted it’s O-27 product line to magnetic couplers early in the 
year but retained slide shoe couplers for O gauge. In 1949, Lionel 
had left over inventory of slide shoe couplers when they convert-
ed to magnetic couplers. In true Lionel style, they kept them bur-
ied until they dumped them into the production line in the middle 

Figure 1 

Figure 2** 



of a 

lat- er 

year. 
 
When Lionel first started making “Flying Shoe” couplers, the 
wire strand from the coil was spliced onto heavier stranded wire, 
which was in turn soldered to a tab on the flying shoe assembly. 
This is what is referred  to as a spliced head shown in Figure 3.To 
hide and protect the splice to the coil, Lionel used black tape. 
Lionel also experimented with two other methods to attach the 
wire from the coil to the rest of the coupler. One method was the 
delicate wire from the coil wasn’t spliced at all and was soldered 

directly onto the tab of the ”Flying Shoe” assembly. This is 

shown in Figure 4. The naked coil wire was so fragile that it’s 
remarkable that examples survive today. Both the flat metal and 
the naked coil wire versions are very rare. 

Lionel used the spliced method for a short time and moved on to 
the tabbed method which eliminated the wire coming off of the  
coil on the side. See Figures 5&6. Instead, a tab behind the coil 
had a more robust contact that soldered directly onto the flying 

Figure 3 

Figure 5 

Figure 4 

Figure 6 

Figure 7 



shoe contact. Without splicing, there was no longer a need for 
tape. For the most part, taping the coil ceased until 1946 when it 
started again. 

Multiple wheel and axle combinations can be found on ”Flying 
Shoe” couplers. Some of these are shown in Figure 7. The first 
wheels used in the 1945 set had an obvious spiral pattern and are 
commonly referred to as whirly wheels. The axles were thicker 
than normal postwar axles. Spliced coupler heads outlasted 
whirly wheels, and in my humble opinion whirly wheels found 
on trucks with tabbed heads are more likely indications of a re-
pair. 
 
The next wheels were often referred to as dished wheels. Dished 
wheels have no built up area surrounding the axle hole, leaving it 
shaped like a dish. There are actually two types of dished wheels, 
one with a thinner rim area than the other. The odds of the rim 
being thick are maybe 1 in 8 and are found randomly on rolling 
stock mixed with their thinner rimmed counterparts. Both types 
often share the same axle. 
 
The last wheel Lionel made for flying shoe couplers is almost 
indiscernible from normal postwar wheels. These wheels used the 
same thick axles as whirly wheels and the diameter of the axle is 
slightly smaller than normal postwar axles. These wheels can be 
forced onto normal postwar axles, but may not turn without the 
axle turning with it.   
 
To accommodate the different wheel types, Lionel utilized sever-
al types of axles. These are also shown in Figure 7. Lionel used 
thick axles throughout 1945 production and into the beginning of 
1946, but whirly wheels and dished wheels have different wheel 
thicknesses, and require different axles. Dished wheels on axles 
meant for whirly wheels will fit too loosely in the truck, and 
whirly wheels on axles meant for dished wheels will be pushed 
out into the truck  

To make things more complicated, Lionel also experimented with 
splined axles. The splines kept the wheels from turning on the 
axles just like normal train wheels. This didn’t prove to be advan-
tageous for its rolling stock, and the experiment discontinued, but 
splined axles can frequently be found with dished wheels. 
Splined axles can also be found with whirly wheels but they are 
rare. Some of  these combinations are shown in Figure 6. 

It may be coincidence, but the splined axles with whirly wheels 
in my collection all came from spliced coupler heads with either 

the flat piece of metal protruding from the head, or the naked 
wire directly from the coil. The fiberboards used in flying shoe 
couplers also had variations. Throughout 1945, the fiberboards 
were black and changed to brown in 1946 and sometimes appear 
red in color. There were also two variations of black fiberboards. 
Some black fiberboards are found with additional round holes in 
them. 

The most common type of “Flying Shoe” coupler is shown in 
Figure  8. 

**The photo in Figure 2** is courtesy of:  All Aboard Train 
Shoppe , Lincroft, NJ www.trainshoppe.com 

 
THE MOST BEAUTIFUL  

TINPLATE CABOOSE  
By Art Bink 

 
 There are only two characters in this story, Bob Baldwin and 
Joe Brill. Both are only two and a half inches tall, and reside on 

a standard gauge layout somewhere in South Jersey. Joe wants 
to buy a new caboose to add to the end of a freight train on a 
fictional railroad, the Tidewater Central. Bob is a caboose sales-
man and at present has Lionel 217, American Flyer 4021, and 
Ives 20-195 cabooses on his showroom floor. The Ives 20-195 
caboose is almost identical to the AF unit. 
 
Bob, who offers to put on whatever couplers Joe wants, espouses 
the virtues of the Lionel 217, but is rebuffed. Surprised, Bob asks 
Joe exactly what he means, and Joe starts: He tells Bob that his 
brakemen are complaining that they can't get up into the 217 be-
cause the little single-step 'footholes' (part of the frame) are too 
small. Besides, the brakemen have to climb over the fixed side-
railings to get on the caboose platforms, and there are no vertical 
hand railings on the 217 caboose body like on the AF 4021. Joe 
tells Bob (and he's right) that the AF 4021 has multiple large 
steps, and there's no railing to climb over; you can walk right 
onto the end plorm and into the door. Joe says the wheel diame-
ters on the AF caboose are smaller (a 'plus'), so the caboose body 
AND the steps are lower than on the 217, making it easier to step 
up.. 
 
In addition, Joe says his brakemen like the 6 windows on each 
side of the 4021 (compared to 2 on the Lionel 217), as it lights up 
the hack's interior much better. Joe also says his brakemen com-

Figure 8 

IVES 20-195 Caboose 



plain about their heads not even fitting into the railings of the 
cupola of the 217. Further, Joe says there are no roof railings on 
the 217 like there are on the AF unit (last year a workman slipped 
and fell off the roof of a 217). ALSO there's no smoke stack on 
the 217 roof, so the brakemen freeze in the Winter! Joe also tells 
Bob that he likes the idea of the ladders & steps being replaceable 
on the AF caboose; they're part of the "end cage" metalwork on 
the 217 and aren't independent. Also, the AF railings are round in 
cross-section (comfortable), unlike the flat stamped railings on 
the 217 (the brakemen complain they cut their hands on the 217 
railings). 
 
Now, opinions vary, and "beauty is in the eyes of the beholder", 
but I side with Joe. Even Bob agrees. Joe takes out his standard 
gauge checkbook and writes Bob a standard gauge check. Joe 
takes delivery next Friday. In the final analysis, we all say the 
American Flyer 4021 is the best looking and most practical stand-
ard gauge caboose ever!!! 
 

THE ANNUAL EVENT 
 
Our Annual Event will take place during the November Meet. It 
will feature a brand new Lionel Pennsylvania Railroad M1. 
Watch for further datails in the next issue of The Express. 
 

A CONTEST 
 

The editors are aware that it is only the end of May, the weather 
is getting warmer day by day and the last thing most readers are 
thinking about is Christmas. However, that is the way the cookies 
fall in the world of journalism.  

 
Therefore we are announcing a contest for the Winter issue of the 

Express. This is a photo contest  based on an article in Classic 
Toy Trains that spoke about how a scene was made and photo-
graphed. 
 
Shown above is a Winter Scene of a wooden Santa Claus train. 
 
The second photo shows the whole scene that was photographed 
and Photoshopped to achieve this picture. The main feature in 
this scene is a wooden Christmas tree ornament that is about 4” 
long. 
 
So here is the contest. Create a Winter scene for the Christmas 
Holiday using various props.  Submit a photo of the completed 
scene and one showing the set up for the scene. Submit the pho-
tos to the Editorial office by October 1st. You may submit actual 
hard copy photographs or jpg images sent as attachments to an e-
mail. Submissions will be judged by the Editorial Staff and their 
assistants (Wives). 
 
Prizes to be determined in part by the number of contestants. 
 

WANTED 
 

Lionel 6-29934 “I Love Hawaii” Box Car. Contact Editorial of-
fice @ 856-429-0591 or 856-577-7253. 
 
 

ATLANTIC DIVISION EXPRESS 
 

The Atlantic Division Express is published four times a year. The 
editorial staff is actively seeking new articles for publication. 
Anyone having material that they would like published should 
submit  it to the Editorial Office. The articles need not be gram-
matically correct. We will put them into the proper format. We 
need your material and will accept Want Ads and For Sale items 
from individual members. 
 
Chester Zmijewski, Editor in Chief , Bob Wittendorf, and Art 
Bink, Associate Editors cmzmijewski@comcast.net 
 Editorial Office 
1119 Yardley Rd., Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 


